






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































/714,

A: Some see in this political leader a good heart. Others see a

grotesque exterior. Don’t you see that both could be right?

B: Well, it so happens we’re partisans and, since he’s our

man, we say only the first is true, namely, he’s a great man.

C: Well, it so happens we’re partisans and, since he’s
definitely not our man, we say only the second is true,

namely, he’s a monster.

A: And so, it shall forever be for what is at stake here, at
least for two such contending parties, is not what is true or

could be true, but winning, winning, winning.

/15.

Politics can be blood sport and, when it is, we’re all involved,

no less than the spectators at a bull fight.



716.

Beauty and strength will certainly go, but wisdom, courage,

integrity, and a good heart can last a lifetime.

717.

Discourses can range from the most formal to the most
familiar, from the most hypocritical to the most sincere, from
the most elegant to the most inept, and from the most
sublime and poetic to the most coarse and obscene. Given all
this, what can one say but that there is an incomparable
wealth of fruit and fertile soil here that, to extend the
metaphor, even includes what’s necessary as smelly

fertilizer?

718.

King Lear made the second biggest mistake of his life at the
very end of it. He gave away his kingdom to his two
treacherous daughters while casting out his one true

daughter. His first biggest mistake was favouring the one



over the others while they were growing up (even if, strictly
speaking, he didn’t do this at the end of his life) and thus
planting the seeds of a ferocious jealousy and cunning
resentment. (Yes, she-hearts are capable of this too.) Thus,
his first biggest mistake came back to haunt him and,
combining with the second, made him howl, rage, and weep
over his foolishness and at the thought of, to put it mildly, his

more-than-ungrateful children.

719.

When it comes to throwing about the worst criticisms, the
vast preponderance of talk in politics is hot air. However, the
relatively small number of fires that flare up and burn is still
sufficient to make it all seem lively and relevant.
Occasionally, of course, there is even an out-and-out

conflagration.

720.

Evil may spring up under our very noses yet unbeknownst to

us and with ourselves as its unwitting instigators. But given



our history and the complex dynamics of both personal and
social development, it may be more accurate to say that evil

continually and unavoidably springs up under our very noses.

721.

From the cradle to the grave or from the womb to the tomb:
pithy expressions whose comprehensiveness combined with

conciseness would be hard to match.

722.

What truth teller isn’t compromised to the degree that he is
more and more in demand as a public speaker? After all, he
must at least prove interesting to an ever-greater number of
people and, as such, entertainment value, which doesn’t
require truth on its side, can’t help but play an increasingly

more important role.



723.

If truth were what we most wanted to hear throughout our
lives and on every occasion, then, make no mistake, it would

be virtually impossible to lie or to be fooled by lies.

724.

One thing is certain: that whatever subject one raises for
discussion in the public arena, it will get its share of stupid
comments. This doesn’t change from generation to

generation.

725.

Few things are more common than voicing a strong opinion
about a matter based on the illusion that one knows much

about it.



726.

If one truly wants to get a sense of whether one’s ideas are
absolutely secure, one should imagine how one would fare
before a tribunal of learned judges whose opinions were

diametrically opposed to one’s own.

727.

When the father looks at the son or the mother looks at the
daughter, he or she peers into the past as much they peer

into the future.

728.

It’s much more likely that a hierarchy, any hierarchy, will

reverse itself than dissolve itself.



729.

A well-known truth generally ignored for diverse reasons is
that powerful countries go to war with weaker ones for

economic reasons and not humanitarian ones.

730.

Food for thought: The plain meal of a relatively stable and
timeless truth can’t come close to competing with a daily
banquet of sensationalized news and corresponding

conversation - except over time.

731.

Of all the great rules of life, perhaps the most popular or
prevalent is: Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you. Perhaps the second is: Tell the truth. And perhaps the
third is: Do your best. On the other side of the ledger, there is
the great principle of war which dictates that the first two be

seriously limited while the second reinterpreted as, ‘Do your



best by doing the worst to the enemy - until your last drop of

blood!”

732.

The question for the future shouldn’t be how we can live

longer but rather how we can we live actively longer.

733.

What makes large-scale lying so effective time and time
again is that it gives people so much of what they want to

hear.

/744,

Any falling away from human perfection is someone’s point of
entry, if they are malicious, for mockery and ridicule. This is

the crueller side of comedy.



745.

The world is so incredibly perfect that it allows even those

people who want to perfect it their day in the sun.

746.

He who runs with the crowd runs the risk of losing his head to

the crowd.

747.

It should come as no surprise that, in politics where winning
counts for so much, fairness to others can fly off at any

second.

748.

Every generation that springs up into the world thinks it’s

something quite new whereas in fact it’s something quite old.



What is very old are the transitional and transformative

processes of cyclical life.

749.

In the media everything that is different or divergent is put
under a magnifying glass and, as far as the optics go,

becomes mainstream.

750.

The great paradox of politics lies in the contrast between its
ends and its means. The first often has the character of

highest things, the second the lowest.



Aphoristic Appendage to On Truthtelling
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/51.

It’s possible that, in the political sphere at least, liberal
thought has opened itself up so much as to become narrow,
that it has made being tolerant in some areas synonymous
with being intolerant in others. If this is so, then it has
opened up a vital contradiction in itself that makes it a prime
target for what perhaps it itself strives to be nowadays,

namely, a moral crusade.

752.

The problem with the common political epithets and slogans
of the day is that, being bandied about day and night, they
become like much-handled coins so worn they are virtually
useless. At least, this is their fate unless some way is found

to newly mint them.



753.

Propaganda is certainly efficient in one way and perhaps in
one way alone: It convinces those who uphold only weakly a
point of view or set of beliefs to join forces with those who

uphold them strongly to form one solid front.

/754.

If the objective of learning were to be as fair as possible in
one’s judgment of a matter, then the whole would never be
judged by the part, which of course is the common practice,
but rather the part always by the whole, which involves great

effort and is therefore rare.

/755.

Partisan Politics Simplified: On the one side, people
overflowing with the milk of human kindness and on the
other, rapacious devils. Or, on the one side, egregious
hypocrites and on the other, staunch defenders of time-

honoured values.



756.

The art of journalism in the mainstream media is holding
everyone and everything to account in the public arena

except itself.

/757.

Virtue’s name can serve self-interest as well as vice and, in

this way, become a vice.

758.

The hard, perhaps unacceptable truth is that, if this
magnificent world weren’t a horrible place at least to some

degree, it wouldn’t interest us to the highest degree.



759.

Yes, it’s true. The left in politics, generally speaking, puts a
more human face on things. Without it, the attitude would

forever be business as usual.

760.

Most people don’t fear or hate the sin itself but rather the
disclosure of it, the condemnation of it, the punishment of it,

and, in some cases, the controversy surrounding it.

761.

Yes, I’m reading this great person’s work. It’s a bit sad to
think he’s forgotten it entirely. He doesn’t remember even a
word of it. Why, you ask? Why, quite simply, it’s out of his
mind because he’s out of this world. Of course, that’s all
normal and natural but it’s still a bit sad to think what he

laboured so hard and so long over means nothing to him now.



762.

It’s amazing the number of people on popular forums who

think that heaping abuse on others wins their argument!

763.

The world is like a large pie. Everyone wants their piece of it.
Indeed, some countries want a very large piece of it. It’s in
this context that world peace sets out on its impossible

mission.

764,

The things that are given in life are probably the greatest
blessings we will ever receive. And yet, for the simple reason
they are given, we often treat them as if they were as cheap

as air and water and as dispensable as a dusty heirloom.



765.

Ad hominem arguments and personal attacks should always
be considered a sign of weakness. However, given that they
are often taken to be the opposite, namely, a sign of strength,
and given they are often used by both skilled and unskilled
speakers alike, one may ask: "‘What’s going on? Why is this
the case?” The answer must be that, in order to be perceived
for what they are, namely, as a sign of weakness, the
majority of people would have to be what they are not,
namely, full of the greatest patience, probity, and wisdom.
Often it takes a great amount of time to bring them around to
this state of affairs or frame of mind, and to being in accord

with only what sound argument and thorough study dictate.

766.

If it weren’t for the fact that many famous and successful

people are struck - and sometimes struck down - by scandal,
many other people would never have the opportunity to think
of themselves as being superior to, if only for a moment, even

the best and the brightest.



767.

For most of us, safety and security are what we want over the
long haul. But when it comes to the hour-by-hour, minute-by-
minute, second-by-second beat of life, the safe and secure
cannot be entirely separated from what, like immense
suffering, is absolutely intolerable, namely, immense

boredom.

768.

When generalizations are treated as if they were as certain
as particular observations, they are likely a product of poor

as much as good reasoning.

769.

It’s like a feeding frenzy among animals when people dispute
over some moral or political issue. They will attack and tear
away at their opponents and sometimes even their allies with
all the ferocity that human beings are capable of this side of

physical confrontation.



770.

What starts off as a matter of taste, preference, custom, or
tradition (as would be the case, for example, if someone said:
“I’ve always lived in the city and couldn’t possibly live
anywhere else!”) eventually becomes moralized (as would be
the case, for example, if this person said, “It’s far better to
live in the city and for a number of good reasons!”) which in
turn eventually becomes politicized (as would be the case,
for example, if this same person now said, “Everyone should

and in fact must live as we do in the city - or else!”)

/771.

Politics can never be entirely removed from persecution, from
injustice, in other words, because it always falls short of

being an entirely unanimous affair.

772.

Nietzsche said that all higher civilizations are founded on

cruelty. This may seem like an extreme claim until one



considers that all higher civilizations are also founded on

wealth and that this wealth is often acquired by war.

773.

It’s not as difficult as one might think to put the armour of
hardness about one’s heart. Pride, power, position, profit,
practice - not to mention fear, anger, resentment, revenge,

ignorance, and necessity - are all capable of doing this.

774.

Virtually everyone can be nice, pleasant, agreeable, and
respectful in favourable circumstances. The real challenge is
to be all these things (but perhaps not with all people, for

that would be asking too much) in unfavourable ones.

/775.

Thinking for one’s self means being suspicious of all public,

popular, and professional opinion that treats the important



points of a matter as if they were already decided and

settled.

776.

It may be that way down deep in the religious or quasi-
religious psyche, what is felt is both a duty and a desire not

to think.

777.

When a politician or political commentator has a string of
accusations but no line of argument, he’s not likely to be

other than a paid propagandist.

778.

At first you outlived your childhood and, well, that was okay,
but it didn’t get any easier. Then you outlived your
adolescence and, well, that was okay, but it didn’t get any

easier. Then you outlived your youth and, well, that was okay,



but it didn’t get any easier. Then you outlived your middle and
later years and, well, that was okay, but it didn’t get any

easier. Then you died and, finally, it became easier.

779.

When it comes to discussing moral matters in public, it’s
virtually impossible to do so without carrying out merely a
semblance of being cold and objective in one’s analyses. The
reason for this is as simple to state as it’s difficult to
formulate into a “‘recognizable” principle. It’s as follows: The
general understanding is that we have both good and evil in
the world, that these two are not only distinct but radically
opposed, and that, even for analytical reasons, if one mixes
or confounds the two, one is not only making a mistake but
doing something that itself is evil or, at the very least,

something that comes close to being evil.

780.

When things, people, places, and events don’t have any

obvious or lasting effect on us, then it’s likely they’ll be



washed down some memory hole from which they can only be
retrieved, if they can be retrieved at all, with some

extraordinary effort or special tool such as a written record.

781.

All who combine youth with perfect physical form belong to a
minority of privileged god-like creatures who live and work
among us and who, sadly enough, are destined to leave this
magnificent stage of their lives. But were it not so, how much

envy might become murderous!

782.

When we are twenty or thereabouts, we often don’t see our
future, at least with any anticipation or excitement, going
much beyond the age of thirty or thirty-five. It’s as if we were
all so many Alexander the Greats who, taking a view of what
should happen in-between, see only one thing: conquest after

conquest after conquest!



783.

Melodrama with its hero on the one side and villain on the
other has always been one of the most popular forms of
narrative. It should not be surprising then that the media,
being in the business of selling a product, puts its truth-

telling - its truth-telling as narrative, that is - in this form.

784

The present can be a rather sad time for those who’ve
enjoyed past glory but, for some reason or other, outlived it.
How much more so then, if such things can be quantified, for
those who’ve always wanted to achieve great things but, for

some reason or other, failed to do so?

785.

One of the advantages of knowing how precarious life is for
each and every one of us without exception is that it then
becomes difficult to be envious of anyone, or at least more

difficult than would otherwise be the case.



786.

Virtue practised but seldom preached will always have a
more profound and lasting effect than virtue preached but

seldom practised.

787.

Every individual is so indebted to society and the world at
large for what they are as a human being that, if all humanity
suddenly became aware of this indebtedness, if it were
suddenly stricken by this state of affairs that no one can
escape and no one can think about except briefly or on the fly
(apart from the deeply spiritual man or woman), egotism itself
would be quickly wiped out and with it most, if not all,

functioning parts of society.

788.

The greatest insight one might ever have is that nothing has
to be exactly the way it is and that everything and anything

can change and even change dramatically. If anyone doubts



this, let them think for a moment of animal and plant life and

its infinite variety over space and time.

789.

Being feminine and growing old means losing one’s
attractiveness, and being masculine and growing old means
losing one’s strength. But let’s not fool ourselves one way or
the other about these propositions (which go against the
thinking of the times to some extent) for we’re only talking
about one kind of attractiveness and one kind of strength and

nothing else.

790.

Replacing arguments with accusations is the quickest way to

go for those with an agenda.



791.

To think that much of what is now considered to be fresh,
new, advanced, and ground-breaking will one day seem as
dated to others as many things in the past now seem to us.
But of course, this is not the usual attitude which is that
what we have created, invented, thought anew, and taken

pride in will go on forever, rising every day like a new sun.

792.

As much as we might condemn it, stupidity is entertaining if

it doesn’t affect us adversely.

793.

As much as we condemn it - and we condemn it far more than
stupidity, laziness, immoderation, etc. - evil is entertaining
(but who dares admit this?) if it doesn’t affect us adversely or

affects us adversely only up to a certain point.



794.

Human curiosity spans all limits except those that make us
weary, uncomfortable, or frightened and sometimes it even

exceeds them.

795.

To think that society will rid itself of hateful speech and acts
while politics itself is the playground of animosity is the

height of folly.

796.

Having good intentions but being dishonest is no better than

having bad intentions but being honest.

797.

The will to power is such that what is not the norm but feels

itself to be in the ascendancy will construe itself as being the



norm, rightly or wrongly, weakly or strongly, so that one day

it may in fact become the norm.

798.

For those who are lucky, the mind is the strongest muscle in

the body.

799.

Only information taken to heart yields changes or true

commitment.

800.

If life weren’t nuanced to the nth degree, what need would we

have of poetry?
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801.

When one is conservative, one runs the risk of being, or
appearing to be, insensitive. When one is liberal, one runs the

risk of being, or appearing to be, insincere.

802.

Within a society, whatever is controversial or contended
usually plays itself out much more in word than in deed. It is
the case, however, that whatever plays itself out by resorting
to force on a grand scale is very hard to predict and usually

upon us before we know it.

803.

Partisan politics is the art of taking what divides you from the

opposition and multiplying it tenfold.



804.

When a leader is surrounded by people telling him what he is
doing is right while, in the eyes of many other people -
perhaps in the eyes of thousands or even millions of other
people - what he is doing is wrong, all their opposition to him,
if it doesn’t threaten the corridors of power, is mere

background noise.

805.

Birth is messy, death is ugly, and in-between it’s trying to
work it out not only for the best, but for the brightest, the
most beautiful, the most hopeful, the most exalted, the most
intoxicating, the most adventurous, the most noble, the most

just, the most ...

806.

No matter what the principle or ideal, if driven to an extreme,

it will end up producing a caricature of itself.



807.

When large financial interests are at stake, moral principles
suddenly have a way of becoming very loose and open to

interpretation.

808.

Just as there is a collective morality that is essential to the
largely non-material needs and interests of a community or
country, so there is a collective immorality that cannot be
distinguished from its largely material interests. No greater
evidence of the latter can there be than the general approval
given to launching a war in pursuit of these interests as

natural resources to be taken over and exploited.

809.

Political commentary tends to degenerate on both sides of an
ideological divide and, as a consequence, minor offences or
injustices often end up getting as much, if not more, play

than major ones.



810.

The great religions have operated and flourished by
abstracting the “material” from their liturgies and devotions
while reinstalling it as empire-building. Institutionally and
collectively speaking, heaven and mammon have always
been yoked together in practise while being treated as

opposites in principle.

811.

The invaders came to the land but didn’t put the people to the
sword, and some say this was humane. | say it was simply

the strategy of not wanting to kill the cow but to milk it.

812.

In politics it’s possible to have very acute eyes for the
injustices done to one’s own side while being virtually blind

to those done to the other.



813.

It’s certain that a thousand years from now, if humanity
survives, very few people will care about the issues and
events that we care about or claim to, except those of the

most general sort.

814.

Reasoning of a Politician: “If it serves the greater good, what

do a few lies along the way matter?”

815.

If we actually lived our youth as pure and wholesome as it
often seems to be or is portrayed as being, none of us would

wish to leave it and few would live beyond it.



816.

The willingness of a person to criticize others is quite often a
good indicator of his unwillingness to engage in self-

criticism.

817.

It seems that, to some extent or other, we all love to feel
morally outraged at someone or something and have good

reason to show an intense hatred of it.

818.

In the matter of how we come to act as we do and be as we
are, the roles we assume and the positions we occupy in life
play a far greater part than any of us would care to admit

even to ourselves.



8109.

The easiest thing in the world is to adopt a moral position
when there is both immediate and long-term gain. The

hardest thing is to do so when there is neither of these.

820.

Politics at its worst besides war is war: name-calling,
treachery, deceitfulness, and throwing as much mud as one
can to make sure at least some of it sticks. But,
unfortunately for both politics and politicians (at least insofar
as their self-image is concerned), most people like to watch

war, despite all appearances to the contrary.

821.

Truth is highly valued in politics when it makes up or seems
to make up a winning hand. Its value begins to drop as soon

as this is no longer the case.



822.

Apart from disseminating information, the media has as its
primary objective the twinned vices of selling and
sensationalism. It should come as no surprise then that,
when it's not on its best behaviour as a reporter of the most
recent ideas and events, being honest always comes in

second.

823.

Life is so complicated that it even includes the deep-rooted,
never-ending desire to simplify matters in impossible and

next-to-impossible ways.

824.

You may grow old and, indeed, very old, but for all those who
haven’t seen or heard of you for a great many years, you died

young.



825.

A pure life? An absolutely pure life? Yes, that’s been
imagined. How powerfully that’s been imagined! For millions
of people and over some two thousand years it has become

flesh! Think how powerfully it’s been imagined!

826.

A virtue that wants to shine so as to shame others ends up

not only sinning but sullying itself.

827.

Let’s not fool ourselves! When it comes to war and,
specifically, the treatment of the enemy in the heat of battle,
losing one’s humanity is not a thing condemned but rather, at
the very least, excused and, indeed, most often celebrated

and rewarded.



828.

A: Life’s rough, no matter what we achieve.

B: You sound like someone at the end of a life and not

somebody who’s starting off on one.

A: Quite right, and no doubt that’s been the swan song of a

million others before me.

829.

One should be careful what habits one cultivates in life. God

knows what tyrants they can turn out to be!

830

In some instances, being a victim simply means p/aying at
being a victim and, wherever this is the case, the moral high

ground claimed is undermined by malice.



831.

The will to the greatest good and the will to the deepest
truths are forever collaborating and compromising so as not

to destroy each other.

832.

The news media presents itself as being fair, balanced, and
objective (respectable, in other words), but if in fact it’s, at
least on a number of occasions, superficial, selective, and
even slanderous, how much of its soul has it sold to gain the

world?

833.

Every day we start our life over under conditions that, if it’s a
“normal” day, incrementally change and are never quite the

same as they were before.



834.

Living from day-to-day is the greatest habit of all and, if it

took an act of will to break it, most of us would go on forever.

835.

Dying is much easier when living has become most difficuit.

836.

It’s a rather frightening thing that people who can be nicest

can also be nastiest. Just think of lovers.

837.

Say all you want about politeness. Say all you want about
political correctness. Say all you want about showing respect
to others. None of this will, in the heat of the moment,

prevent some people from telling others to fuck off.



838.

Being a politician and being an excellent speaker often mean
being able to speak truthfully and speak falsely with equal

eloquence and conviction.

839.

Young love! When it’s on, nothing surpasses it!

840.

Perhaps no discourse is more dishonest - or, at least, more
frequently dishonest - than the one that portrays itself as

being objective when dealing with an enemy.

841.

Party politics falls short of being principled whenever it must

be tactical — which is most of the time.



842.

When a politician or, for that matter, any public speaker feels
obliged to make the same point over and over again, there is
the risk that, no matter how well-taken this point is, it will be,
for the sake of variety and effect, pumped up until it almost

sounds hollow.

843.

A: 1 don’t understand myself and | don’t understand the worlid.
B: But you’ve lived a long life.

A: Let me rephrase that. | don’t understand myself completely

and | don’t understand the world completely.
B: But how could it be otherwise?

A: Well, | can dream, can’t I?



844.

A: It’s a sort of blasphemy to say it but evil makes the world

more exciting and interesting.

B: Perhaps for those who don’t suffer from it. Who even enjoy

the suffering of others. Goddamn it, what’re you saying?

A: Pm sorry, did | offend you?

B: As a rape victim, | should be offended.

A: You’re perfectly right. My truth isn’t meant for all ears.

845.

Why is romantic love both so sweet and so bitter? Because
it’s the idealization of the other who must eventually fall

short.

846.

Perhaps the greatest folly of youth is its transience. It should

have enough sense to stay where it is.



847.

Perhaps one of the greatest benefits of age is having a lot of
time to ponder its youth. Something it didn’t have when it had

it.

848.

The paradox of militarism is that the pomp and pride of the
parade square blind everyone to the pathos and horror of war

- not once but over and over again.

849.

With respect to the mores of a particular society, especially
those of most recent vintage, there is always a gap between
the public discourse about them and the way they are
received by people in general. It is this gap, lag, or play in
the proceedings that, along with a multitude of factors,
allows things to go down a particular path of development or,

much to the contrary, slow down, stop, and even be



reversed. In relation to a variety of conditions and
circumstances, these two possibilities can lead to two other
ones, nhamely, all moral change or development flowing about

us like a meandering river or hitting us like a flash flood.

850.

There will never be a change in the way we do politics unless
there is a corresponding change in society. Or, to put it
another way (which is flattering to no one), our politicians
will never stop telling us lies until we become far more
unwilling than we are now to accept, promote, believe,

parrot, celebrate, and welcome at least some of these lies.
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851.

Are there times you feel like running away from it all? Well,
wait long enough, and that moment of escape will come. It’s

guaranteed.

852.

Most people are not so much ashamed of having dirty
thoughts and habits as having them found out and, what’s

even worse, having them spelled out.

853.

When it comes to comparing one’s worth and capabilities to

others, context is everything.



854.

When, as a TV journalist or commentator, one is forced to
keep one eye on the ratings and the other on getting to the
truth of a matter, one naturally becomes, in a manner of

speaking, cross-eyed as to where one’s priorities lie.

855.

Thank God for being vain, secretly or otherwise, in all those
areas which we do well or excel in! For how else would we

suffer all those areas in which we’re deficient?

856.

If we were wholly aware of how much we’re influenced by the
words and actions of those around us, particularly (but not
necessarily) those in the majority, we would perhaps lose all

faith in our having something called a free will.



857.

Morally speaking, the most common view is that we have the
appropriate values and sensibilities not only for the present,

but for all time.

858.

An aphorism never wills itself to come into being but does

will itself to come into being we/l.

859.

When we speak of the truth or, more properly, what we
consider to be the truth, we are speaking of something that is
hopelessly caught up in things that could just as easily be
associated with falsehood such as fear, love, hate, ignorance,

pride, and so on.



860.

Truth or, to be more precise, what is called truth at any one
time in our history is valuable not according to its lasting
forever but according to its being widely shared and used

over a long, and sometimes also a short, period of time.

861.

Anything that we see in the world about us that speaks of
organizational ability and technical know-how, no matter how
vast, complicated, and awe-inspiring, is but a reflection or
extension of what each and every one of us has as our

natural birthright, namely, our native language.

862.

Organization and technology are language carried over into

the physical realm as, one might say, new languages.



863.

Language is plugged into the existing order. Change the order

and you change the language or vice-versa.

864.

A tyrant or any despot must have a driving idea that captures
the hearts and minds of a large number of people. When this

idea fails, he falls.

865.

There are extraordinary people who, in ordinary
circumstances, seem rather ordinary. On the other hand,
there are ordinary people who, in extraordinary
circumstances, make us ashamed to think that we had ever

considered them to be ordinary.



866.

Whatever we have in life, be it health, a good reputation, or
financial security, it never seems enough. When we lose it, it

seems like everything.

867.

There is this saying: From the sublime to the ridiculous. What
better way to describe sexual love as it moves from the more
or less spiritual level to the downright physical. Or, to put it

another way, from the “star-crossed lovers” of Shakespeare’s

Romeo and Juliet to “the beast of two backs” of his Othello.

868.

Any issue that repeats itself unceasingly, and is not a matter
of life and death, is guaranteed to burn itself out. A coming

generation will wonder what the fuss was all about.



869.

What makes bearable wearing an ugly face when old is the
memory of a younger face that one thinks one still has

somehow.

870.

All language is a constant retrieval of the past that allows the

present to function and reveal itself to us.

871.

Perhaps it should come as no surprise that a number of
people who are mediocrities in most ways end up with a

show of moral superiority as their way.



872.

Look at this great nation! While ever more refined in its moral
sensibilities, its foreign policy is dropping ever more bombs.

Does not anyone sense a problem here?

873.

From the point of view of what yields the most profit or
immediate political results, morality is not geared toward

sensibility but rather sensationalism.

874.

For only a select few does getting the whole truth and
nothing but the truth matter. For the rest, whatever is said by
one or more recognized authorities is usually sufficient, doing

away with all other considerations.



875.

Everything has its season, except mother love.

876.

The only time we become truly aware of how much each and
every one of us is a born imitator is when a new habit or
practise springs up around us that, for some reason or other,
doesn’t take root in us personally but, like the sometimes
ostentatious, sometimes careless, sometimes unintelligent

use of smart phones, is virtually ubiquitous.

877.

There are people who can change their language, their
sentiments, their political views like a chameleon. All

depends on the environment.



878.

A fair face can go far and even without lies (though these can

go a long way too) lead us up the garden path.

879.

The loveliness of spring and summer faithfully return but,

alas, not the love of yesteryear.

880.

The great advantage of writing fantasy nowadays is that it’s
easy to make it politically correct and, in conjunction with

this, have it approved and recommended.

881.

A certain amount of success stiffens resolve; too much

slackens it.



882.

Generally speaking, if one wants to be truly happy as an
artist or creator, one should look towards having increasing
degrees of success rather than a major one right at the

outset.

883.

Some are keen observers of the outside world, some of other
people’s thoughts and opinions, some of the latest trends and
fashions, and some of their very own thoughts and feelings. If
all these come together in one person, then it’s likely that,
with hard work and favourable circumstances, a great writer

or artist is in the making.

884.

A person who leads an exemplary life but says little about it
makes a much stronger impression than one who signals in

various ways that others should follow his example. Unlike



the latter, the former doesn’t raise the suspicion that, when

all is said and done, he may very well be an empty vessel.

885.

Life may seem ordinary a good deal of the time but this
“ordinary” is deeper than any story, any description, any

explanation trying to get to the bottom of it.

886.

“Things fall apart, the centre cannot hold, mere ahy is loosed
upon the world.” This is what would happen if it were possible

to flip a switch on gravity.

887.

What is language, any language? - The longest running
project in human history with its origins even deeper in pre-

history.



888.

So much of what we say or do is groupthink. It takes an
exceptional action or event, sometimes only recognized as
such much later, to break us out of this. This action or event

is often called genius.

889.

For a careful thinker and observer, it’s always surprising to
see how many people are willing to draw conclusions based
on limited information and/or questionable sources. It’s
almost as if they were afraid of being robbed of whatever
authority and authenticity come quickly and at the popular

level by being, or appearing to be, absolutely certain.

890.

If there were no groupthink, there would be no order. If there

were nothing but groupthink, there would be no progress.



891.

The modern-day ethic of keeping people alive as long as
possible, no matter how disabled or dependent on drugs, is
bound to end. A scarcity of resources will one day dictate

that an early death is much more just and noble.

892.

A: Have you noticed how many people there are nowadays
who, while staring at their smartphones, cross the street like

zombies? Is this a sign of the Brave New World?

B: The Brave New World is all in the technology. The rest

leaves something to be desired.

893.

The mind is a strange place and, when not focussed on some

task or other, no more in our control than the weather.



894.

How could anyone’s ego, no matter how big, count for
everything when the whole world comes at it from all sides

like a colossus?

895.

Moral principles, no matter what they may be, have always
confounded intelligence and resisted serious investigation by
one simple expedient: they make it impossible to look into

them by making it immmoral even to consider this possibility.

896.

The dead play a vital role in the lives of the living, both
materially and spiritually speaking. Indeed, the debt is so
overwhelming that, were it not for a few monuments and the
occasional ritual, it would almost be written off and

forgotten.



897.

Technical knowledge and skill can be compared to a second
language that one learns, be it driving a car, working on a

computer, or playing a musical instrument.

898.

As a swarm of busy flies are we to the earth; it nourishes us

as creatures important first and foremost to themselves.

899.

The cornucopia of collective knowledge may be summed up
as follows: while one may very well know more than anyone
else in one particular area, there are at least a million other

areas where, in each area, a million other people know more.



900.

Familiarity! Familiarity! If we exceed the dosage, we get
bored! If we don’t get enough of it, the signs of withdrawal

range from mild discomfort to madness!
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901.

How many times do we read about people who win fame and
fortune - those whom we often envy and would like to
emulate - but who, in later years, lose, if not their fame and
fortune, health and happiness? How many times must we
read such accounts not to believe that, at least in this life,
everything comes with a price and that, in some sense or
other, such people often sacrifice one or two things that
should definitely be called blessings to get what, as it seems,

the whole world wants?

902.

Common expressions and clichés communicate quickly. What
they don’t do is communicate deeply and quite often not even

carefully or conscientiously.



903.

Half of being considerate of others is being considerate of
ourselves. The pain we wish to avoid giving others or the pain
we give them but wish to mitigate runs parallel to the pain
we wish to avoid or lessen in ourselves, namely, a bad

conscience.

904.

What is always striking about a goodly nhumber of people with
completely opposed political views is how much they

resemble each other in their hate.

905.

The quickest and harshest way to impugn a person’s
character, living or dead, is to do what would be the case if it
was their body that was the object of greatest opprobrium.
Metaphorically speaking then, the way to brand someone
with ignominy and put them beyond redemption is to force

them to undergo a physical examination in public, declare in



a suitably shocked and outraged voice - again in public - that
they have an anus, immediately identify this feature with
their entire anatomy, and make sure that no other features,
including more attractive ones, are given the slightest

attention.

906.

What is it with the sex life of at least a certain number of men
at a certain period of their lives? It seems to be, on the one
hand, being too ashamed to admit they don’t get enough and,
on the other, being too ashamed to admit they sometimes get

it - or at least want to get it - in the wrong places.

907.

If hating in and of itself were a crime, none but new-born

babes would escape censure.



908.

Suppose the whole world loved you but there was one person,
known to you, who hated you with a passion. Would this not
be like a pebble in your shoe knowing that, being far from
perfect, you might have given him reason to feel the way he

does?

909.

What is life, pessimistically viewed? A long drop from one’s
best form. What is life, optimistically viewed? A long drop
from one’s best form with the latter being the guide and

model for the rest of one’s life.

910.

Why is it that some people who have been treated so well by
others, who have been shown extraordinary generosity and
magnanimity, end up returning all this not only with

ingratitude but scorn? The answer seems to be, sadly



enough, that they want to get out of a debt they know they

can never pay off.

911.

Where big money is to be made, the less-than-honest is to be

played, and the soul-snatching devil to be paid.

912.

If it weren’t for all the foolishness in the world, half of what

interests us would be left out of the picture.

913.

If ever there were a human being capable of being grateful for
everything in the world, both positive and negative, he would
come as close as possible to being like the Old Testament
god who, after the sixth day, “saw everything that he had

made and, behold, it was very good.”



914.

MORALIST A: All you’re doing is trafficking in clichés, which
are here today, gone tomorrow. Although | do admit, they are
powerful enough in the present, which more than satisfies

the majority of moralists.
MORALIST B: And you?

MORALIST A: I’m obviously not in the majority and so of very

little use to the present.
MORALIST B: And the future?

MORALIST A: Perhaps.

915.

A more humorous than compassionate thought: “Look at that
human wreck over there who, even though he gets all his
basic needs taken care of, goes out every day to panhandle.

You have to admire his ambition!”



916.

The good will that exists day-to-day, even in politics, far
surpasses any ill will. Why? Because without it, the daily

round would be a ring of fire.

917.

From an embittered lover to the beloved who no longer
answers his calls or letters: “Thanks for treating me as if |
were dead. That’s something you’ll have to take to the

grave!”

918.

Imagine lying comfortably in bed at night, without a
worrisome thought, when all of a sudden, an object falls out
of the sky, crashes into your home, and kills you. Imagine
how frightening and unexpected! How swift an ending to your

life! And yet, however unlikely this event may be, millions of



people do end up getting killed in ways that are
psychologically, emotionally, and existentially very similar to

this.

9109.

Let us imagine that worlds and civilizations are destroyed
over and over again. A corollary to this would then be that
they are born over and over again. And if not on this planet,

then another.

920.

Vanity is like a vacuum. It will suck up whatever it can,
however meagre this might be (if not in one’s own eyes, then
in others), to inflate the ego a bit bigger than it was a

moment or two before.



921.

Between the ages of twenty and forty there exists a certain
grace period in one’s life. During these years, one is usually
not taxed with being either too young and inexperienced or

too old and out of touch.

922.

Gold fever! An apt metaphor for the way many are stricken
who, having the odds stacked entirely against them and
despite hardship, heartache, and countless setbacks and
disappointments, still believe that the heavens will one day

smile upon them and lead them to their El Dorado.

923.

The trouble with bad habits picked up in youth is that, even if
many of them are innocent enough, they lose precisely this

trait in later years.



924.

Without nature, humanity would be thoroughly deprived since
it would only have itself to look at for signs of beauty,

magnificence, and grandeur.

925.

Make no mistake! Without the laws and rules that govern our

behaviour, we’d all be sea monsters!

926.

Take the type of person you honour and admire the most,
populate the world with it, and you’d no longer have a world.
For without opposites and everything in between, there can
be no evaluations. And without evaluations, there can be no
judgement, no discernment, no way of conceiving a world and

everything that can, must, should, or may make up one.



927.

Symbol of a happy couple in today’s world: both together but

on their cell phones.

928.

Both the glorification and debasement of so much we call
human figures into so much we call our highest interests that
the latter can never be more than a combination of imperfect

means and imperfect ends.

929.

Most people are so busy aligning their thought with other

people’s that they’ve no time for any original thought.

930.

Think of the ocean floor. Think of how many strange things

result from it. And then think of how it would be if everything



in the world suddenly became unfamiliar, became as strange
as the ocean floor itself. Would it be possible then to think we
could ever have anything called knowledge or at least
knowledge that was significantly different from what other

creatures have of their surroundings?

931.

With respect to such sought-after things as money, fame, and
sex, the fickleness of fate is that, while many work and
struggle all their lives with a dream of getting one or more of
these, a few, being fortune’s favourites, seemingly win it all

with little or no effort at a ridiculously young age.

932.

And to think that various sexual acts, which can be reduced
to mutual masturbation, underlie much of what we call

romantic love!



933.

If there were any doubt that alcohol makes stupid, the
ramblings of a famous artist or writer, pissed to the gills on

some popular TV talk show, will quickly dissolve it.

934.

If one had to set the best example of what one preached
before one preached it, how many would be forced to remain

silent!

935.

Were it not for the fact that the vast majority of people are
nice to each other in the day-to-day, this brutal world would

be unbearable.



936.

Activities of a highly competitive or war-like nature such as
politics never value honesty and openness beyond what is
useful in terms of strategic and tactical possibilities. Of
course, the corollary to this is that their opposites can also

be valued.

937.

If one happens to have a weak head but a warm heart, then
it’s likely that the latter will appear to be, understandably

enough, what offers the one true purpose and direction in life.

938.

It’s unfortunate that, even in a friendship of long duration,
one disagreeable or unpleasant moment, simply by being the
most recent, can overshadow so many others of an entirely

different nature.



939.

The daily news: A constant effort to give a full disclosure of

what is never more than partially known.

940.

Every generation thinks it’s unique. Perhaps it is. But it’s

certainly not as unique as it likes to think it is.

941.

Every generation thinks of itself as being virtuous even in its
vices. Hence it is that, in modern times at least, hordes of
young people are quick to get out on the street to make a

better world while destroying property.

942.

Although the day is brown and grey,

With winter on the way,



Those people are having fun in play,

Because they’re young and have the day.

943.

It’s a proven formula: a highly selective use of information +
an air (or show) of authority + emotional rhetoric + frequent

repetition = mass persuasion if not mass hysteria.

944,

For the sake of preserving society, the self-monitoring and
self-censoring of the sexual not simply as a public matter but
as a very personal and private one has always been much

greater than has ever been or could ever be admitted.

945.

What’s important for many people is to belong to a group.

Which group is often less important than one might expect.



946.

There are people who, expressing their point of view in
politics or sports, would have virtually nothing to say if they
couldn’t praise somebody or something to the high heavens

or else criticize it without mercy.

947.

When a scientist or scholar snarls at or viciously attacks
some intellectual upstart who, coming from the outside,
dares to enter his field of expertise and even challenge some
of its fundamental principles, he’s taking an atavistic plunge
back to his animal roots and to the behaviour that consists of

defending one’s territory.

948.

In the public domain, hypocrisy, hyperbole, humiliation, and
hate are rampant. Thank God for the private which allows the
first to be, generally speaking, interesting or entertaining

without being catastrophic!



949,

The slogan of yesteryear was “Feed the world’s hungry!” The
slogan of today is “Save the planet!” As long as the first
represents a large-scale problem still unresolved, the
second’s winning the universal approval it presumably

demands and requires remains a dubious proposition.

950.

Only morality can make the mass of people think themselves

superior to the masses.
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951.

A sure sign of getting old is talking about one’s various aches
and pains as if this made for an interesting and engaging

conversation.

952.

One day at the water hole, the crocodile strikes. The victim is
viciously hauled into the water, torn apart, and then
swallowed. And yet it started as just one more day at the

water hole.

953.

If we allow that every human being who has ever existed has

made his contribution great or small to creating society and



civilization as a whole, then why not allow the same for all

other living creatures and their individual contributions?

954,

The pressure of the past is a constant presence that, being
made up of both a great many wise and a great many foolish
things, comes to us as the play between the demand to be
challenged and surpassed and the demand to be listened to

and learnt from.

955.

How may one, at the most basic level, avoid being biased in
one’s comments and opinions? By giving equal time and
attention to the two, three, or four sides of a matter. In
principle, then, the answer is simple. In practise, however,
it’s as difficult as learning to speak two, three, or four

languages.



956.

Carrying on the conversation about human rights will always
be haunted by a dilemma in that reminding people of the right
to be treated equally on the basis of belonging to a particular
group reminds them that this same group is still haunted by

its second-rate status.

957.

Having to sell an ideal - as opposed to any old idea - always
runs the risk of, by devious means, taking things from the

very high to the very low.

958.

To be forced off the beaten path, how discomforting! How
disorienting and possibly even demoralising! But how else to

discover many new and possibly wonderful things?



959.

Mediocre minds take their revenge on the great minds of the
past by viewing them through the lens of a “superior

morality.”

960.

There are some that say that everything is political. Perhaps
this is true in a limited sense but certainly not otherwise. For
if everything were political, all human engagement would of
necessity be a prioritising of winning a political struggle over
trying to tell the truth about it. But without the latter’s having
its own prioritising moment or possibility, the former would
be reduced to being a power without vision, a force without
reflection, an effort without some elevating principle.
Everything is political then only insofar as it regularly gives

way to the non-political.



961.

Official announcement by the future ecological masters of
the planet: “Join us in celebrating (but you never really had a
choice, did you?) Mass Human Extermination Day! It’s a

collective event you’ll never remember!”

962.

An aphorism is like a poem in that, if one doesn’t like it, one

shouldn’t argue with it but simply ignore it.

963.

Yes, diversity is a wonderful thing but, like all things, it has
its downside: the danger of ever-increasing social conformity
and control based on the drive or desire not only to avoid
what is divisive in thought and opinion, but also to avoid what

is merely suspected of being divisive.



964.

Look at that fool who, like an errant mischievous bird landing
on a post or statue, visits some comments section on the
internet and, thinking he’s being clever, leaves a few

droppings.

966.

When, for whatever reason, democracy falters or becomes

dysfunctional, demagoguery has its best chance of kicking in.

967.

Whence comes this need for verbal violence, for coming out
swinging in the face of some contrary or conflicting opinion?
Whence comes this almost visceral hatred of it and the
person who comes up with it if not from those controversial
areas of discussion where political affiliations, self-identity,
and possibly livelihood are implicated? And where the

underlying fear is that one’s absolute certainty on a matter



might also be one’s dogmatic slumber from which one might

be rudely awakened?

968.

Justifying injustice in the name of justice has always been
and will always be a problem for morality, often taking the
form of a legacy that suddenly becomes disreputable and
then, at some point or other, in some part or other, despised

and disowned.

969.

Difference, as we all know, cuts both ways, bringing both

much to delight and much to dispute.

970.

It is well known that recognized experts often disagree. How
is it then that so many people make their point as if it were a

conclusion?



971.

Perhaps one of the hardest thoughts to wrap one’s head
around is that all beauty, truth, goodness, magnificence, and
love depend not only on the existence of their opposites, but

also everything that falls short of them.

972.

Though in later years one’s closer to one’s youth than anyone
else in memory, one’s further from it than so many others (all
who are young or younger) in mood, outlook, and physical

appearance.

973.

Just as the colonialism of yesteryear used moral hypocrisy
and racism to justify dominating and exploiting other peoples,
so the imperialism of today uses the first even on a larger

scale to follow a similar agenda.



974.

It’s a question whether, when some expert claims that this or
that is but a myth and not the truth of the matter, he himself
is not constructing a myth since, were it otherwise, he would
have to make the additional claim that, as the truth of the

matter, his account must last forever.

975

What is largely an illusion from an outside viewing but
certainly dispelled by such “inside” views as offered by works
like Remembrance of Things Past, is that the sort of human
perfection that comes from great wealth, extensive
connections, social distinction, cultivated manners, and
excellent credentials should somehow carry over into the

spiritual realm as magnanimous, trouble-free thought.

976.

In politics, the humanitarian aim or ideal, as a great

searching beacon of light, tends to weaken drastically, if not



go out completely, when it pivots from domestic affairs to

foreign ones.

977.

The high-born Roman women watched the gladiators fight it
out to the end and, like the men, cheered in their hearts at
the thumbs up and thumbs down. Moral of the story: No one
principle is, or ever will be, a panacea for all that constitutes

injustice and inequality.

978.

Transfers from our prenatal past, which can be historical,
genealogical, familial, or whatever, and which can range from
images to simple stories to immense chronicles, form our

memory as much as, if not more than, personal experience.



979.

The alternative god: Political correctness, as it’s often
practised today, could be described as pushing all opposing
or conflicting views off the table (and perhaps even upsetting
the table) in order to serve the greater mission of what is, to
put it mildly, a tall order and, to put it harshly, megalomania.
Demanding social justice for all, a supremely conscientious
stewardship of the planet, and a both highly compassionate
and equitable treatment of all the creatures on it is a noble
cause for nothing less than gods or, to be more precise,
supreme beings of the highest order who would resemble the
gods of ancient Greece only in their drinking of nectar and

not at all in their violent quarreling and acts of destruction.

980.

Obesity to the point of obscenity: whoever is afflicted with it

makes for a sad case and a sad sight.



981.

The current controversy surrounding climate change, which
is every bit as much a dogfight as it is a debate, is
engendered by a number of scientific views and positions
being yoked to two different moral imperatives. One of these
imperatives is doing good at all costs and the other is telling
the truth above everything else. There is no more possibility
of a reconciliation between these two than of one being
eradicated by the other. (It is to be noted that this doesn’t
imply they can’t interact with or be implicated in each other.)
Rather, the most that can be expected - and this in concert
with a multitude of ongoing events - is an ongoing struggle
intermixed with periods of negotiation and compromise, each

of them leading to an uneasy but no less welcome truce.

982.

How many of our guiding principles or ideas turn out to be
illusions to the extent they fall short of the ideals that

powered them?



983.

In the lives of many people are hidden reservoirs of
resentment whose deepest sources are everything that’s
come between them and all they ever desired or imagined for

themselves.

984.

What is toxic to the building of a perfect society is already
there at the beginning: imperfect means not to mention

material.

985.

A: When | talk politics with somebody on the Left, | feel like
I’m on the Right. And when | talk with somebody on the Right,

1 feel like I’m on the Left.

B: And why do you think that is?

A: Their dogmatic assertions! It’s enough to make anyone

grind their teeth!



986.

Where do radically opposing ideologies become
indistinguishable from each other? In their certainty of being
right, in their combativeness, in their hatred of the other side,

and in their will to power.

987.

From physical to intellectual property, packaging counts. Let
one do away with the profit motive if one wishes to generate

a situation with more than a few exceptions to this rule.

988.

Our hunger for news, good or bad, is testimony to our

“immoral” curiosity.



989.

One definition of stupidity, perhaps universal in its scope, is
thinking one knows a good deal more about a subject than
one actually does (e.g., newspaper readers) and then sharing
this knowledge with others as if nothing were more certain

than the educational benefits thereby derived.

990.

Helping people? What? With the truth? By giving the bare
facts, whatever they may be? Why not with illusion? With

falsehood? There’s no easy answer to this question.

991.

A: Do you agree with me that anything can be faked, acted
out, and sometimes almost to perfection? I’m waiting for your

answer. I’m still waiting.

B: Stop faking and acting out yourself!

A: You’re right. It can’t be proven otherwise. Thank you.



992.

He wrote a beautiful book that charmed, delighted, excited,
astounded, and inspired people. It was of course an instant
hit and made him famous. Then he was accused of some
highly inappropriate conduct. The case against him was not
conclusive but, irrespective of this, irrespective of whether or
not he suffered punishment as a consequence, an old story
emerges here, both partly sad and partly sordid. It is the one
of confusing the creator with his work and, as a
consequence, demanding that his most private thoughts and
deeds correspond with, if not confirm completely, his highest
ones. When this doesn’t happen, when, for whatever reason,
the disapproving gaze upon him doesn’t falter or abate and
stop seeing the taint within him, then it’s as if the human all
too human were reasserting itself as the destroyer of all
illusions. At the same time, paradoxically enough, it proves to
be the upholder of something that’s no illusion, namely, the
super- human insofar as the latter are moments of a
person’s life that have been thrown into relief, moments full
of uncommon energy, daring, and creativity, moments, finally,

that cannot be faked.



993.

Truth telling that is sensational is not necessarily counterfeit
but, if it is tied to money, if it is tied to profit, if it is tied to
fame and celebrity, and, finally, if it is tied to power - beware,

beware!

994,

Finding out the truth of a matter by relying more on ourselves
than on others is not something most of us can afford to do

unless the matter in question is a matter of livelihood.

995.

How difficult and complicated things are! At least, if one
takes the long-term view! A book that sets out to expose a
fraud may itself turn out to be a fraud. And whatever sets out
to expose this second fraud may itself turn to be - you see!

There’s no end to this sort of thing!



But to speak to all sides of the matter, there are issues that
simply “exhaust” themselves. What comes to an end are not
so much the means and possibilities of pushing a matter

further, but rather the matter itself as field of interest.

996.

Regret versus Anti-Regret

Apart from a few, all-too-brief occasions, I’ve lived my whole
life without having tasted the fruits of the female mind and
body to the very limits of my most romantic longings and

voluptuous desires.

At the same time, | realize that I’ve lived something else to
the greatest possible extent and that this “something else,”
call it an intellectual or spiritual moment, has extended itself
over my life, has, indeed, become my life, and that,
furthermore, it wouldn’t have happened if there hadn’t been

discomfort and perturbation in that other area.

The oyster that forms the pearl from the proverbial grain of
sand provides an image to characterize this phenomenon.
However extravagant it may be, it’s certainly better than

viewing my life as one long series of highly erotic but low-



grade encounters. It’s words like “pornographic” and

“prostitute,” no doubt, 1 wish to avoid here.

997.

Under certain circumstances, calling someone “boy” or
“grandpa” can be every bit as offensive as calling him weak,
ineffectual, or something much worse. On the other hand,
stigmatizing a word as part of some widespread social
anxiety and without regard to any other context, no matter
how strict or specific, reveals the sort of stupidity that future

generations no doubt will comment on and criticize.

998.

Every creature, great or small, is a world unto itself. Only in
this way could there be the immense coordination which
constitutes the larger world, and which is not perfect, not
machine-like, not immaculate being but, rather, immaculate

becoming.



999.

It’s often not easy to die, but it’s always easy to be dead.

1000.

Death is the miracle reduced to material.
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1001.

Life is the material turned everyday miracle.

1002.

The prey is the carnivore’s way of getting to the herbs of the

field.

1003.

A: Suppose all the stars, which are so distant from us, are,
from another perspective, very close together. And suppose
there are worlds within worlds. If all this is the case, as it
could very well be, then everything that’s closest to us is a
sort of grand illusion and even our worst sufferings and
greatest problems much less significant than we take them

to be.



B: All 1 know is what you’re saying couldn’t be thought about
even for a few seconds, if at all, except by those who’ve
never suffered the worst or even come close to suffering the

worst.

A: Well, even if that’s true, does it make what I’m saying any

less worthy of consideration?

B: No, but it makes it absolutely worthless to all those who’ve

suffered a lot more than you, and for good reason.

A: You’re perfectly right. It’s rubbish to them. Which leads me
to conclude that truth must be forever divided, with each
matching it to the good and bad they best understand, and for

good reason.

1004.

Wherever there are questions about what is good for this and
what is good for that, and what is good here and what is good

there, don’t expect truth to show up whole and undivided.



1005.

Mediocre teachers, who by definition are in the majority,
become dangerous when they replace modesty with a sense
of moral superiority. God only knows what monsters can

result from this!

1006.

The comforting words | offer myself in the face of not having
succeeded in my work as others have in theirs: “It must be

sensational to sell, but something else to stick around.”

1007.

Atlantis Revisited: In envisioning an ideal world, we moderns
may be deluding ourselves in thinking that, by reversing the
position and perspective of the ancients, we somehow
surpass them. For them, the actuality or actualization of the
perfect world precedes the possibility of perfectly
constituted beings who inhabit and enjoy it. We, on the other

hand, envisage the actuality or actualization of, if not perfect



beings, something close to it in the form of supremely
conscientious members of society who pave the way for
increasingly better living conditions on Earth. In the first
case, it is understood that viewing ourselves as gods or
anything close to being gods is not only foolish but also
dangerous. In the second, it is assumed that this piece of

wisdom is both antiquated and irrelevant.

1008.

Rest assured that, whenever there is a public debate over a
highly divisive issue, there will be more than a few wacky
things said on both sides and, furthermore, no faction or party
will point this out unless it goes towards denigrating the

other side.

1009.

Life is kinder to us than we normally think for, if it were
gentle and nothing else, if it simply bore us gifts and glad

tidings, if it didn’t make heavy demands on us, there would be



no story or stories about us except what a god might be

willing to tell.

1010.

Many people shine in their ignorance because they want to

shine despite their ignorance.

1011.

When we give children mediocre books to read that don’t
offend and spare them excellent ones that do, we put them in
a weak position if, as adults, they have to deal with people or

problems that are not only offensive, but also destructive.

1012.

Let us imagine someone who has lived long past the time he
won fame and fortune in his youth. As the years go by and
memory fails, would he not increasingly resemble someone

who had never lived such a life but merely fantasized it?



1013.

Only people who are relatively safe and secure have time and

energy for phantom concerns.

1014.

The immense cruelty that people are capable of in the name
of exposing and condemning it should warn us doubly of our

complex and many-sided nature.

1015.

Despite everything that can be said against them and apart
from whatever benefits they bring to some, lies and
deception will never fall out of fashion as long as they add

spice and drama to everyday life.



1016.

When we argue with someone over a controversial issue, it’s
easy to forget they have come to their conclusions on the
basis of knowledge or information not identical to our own.
On the other hand, assuming their knowledge or information
to be not equal to our own is the default position of manyof
us who, it must be admitted, get a bit angry or impatient for

this reason.

1017.

He who argues for the eradication of all social hierarchies
must contend with the fact that argumentation itself is not
only social but also hierarchical. Surely then he will have to

weaken his position if there’s any chance of strengthening it.

1018.

Imagine a scholar whose life’s work is put on the scales and,

on account of some new theory or paradigm, found wanting.



Will he go gentle into that good night? No, he’ll rage, rage
against the dying of the light.

10109.

It should never be forgotten (but perhaps always forgiven)

that someone who’s an absolute genius in one area can be a

complete imbecile in another.

1020.

When experts, especially those who are public figures,
extend their conversation beyond a relatively narrow range of

interests, they inevitably go beyond what first qualified them

as experts.

1021.

A tried-and-tested formula for a winning story with an extra

kick: “So-and-so was a raving success, but he did a lot of

shit.”



1022.

Few arguments are original and therefore, when using them,
we’re pretty much like everyone else. Our main concern is to

be on the “right side” or the “winning team.”

1023.

A person who is inclined to the contemplative life cannot put
up with the society of others too long, for it tends to get
between him and himself. What is a pleasurable distraction
for others is often irksome and a hindrance to him. He does
not want to lose himself in the crowd since he already feels a
crowd within himself. For better or worse, it’s this myriad of
elements inhabiting all parts of his psyche that call to him

most strongly.

1024.

A city person who goes to live in the country and puts on airs
will no doubt meet with ridicule. Similarly, a country person

who goes to live in the city and continues to act as if he were



in the country will meet with scorn. Here we have a clear
division which, although not overtly moral or political, lays

the basis for one that is.

1025.

If making everyone equal means lowering standards as

opposed to raising some, many, or all to a higher standard,
then surely we’re dealing with a principle that, pushed too
far, not only becomes a parody of itself but also potentially

damaging.

1026.

Politicians and political activists who negatively characterize
large segments of the population and, who, indeed, go out of
their way in doing so, are, to say the least, shooting

themselves in the foot.



1027.

All joking aside (for joking doth have its privilege), one of the
biggest and perhaps most unjust mistakes is to characterize
all members of an identifiable group - any identifiable group-

as having virtually identical characteristics.

1028.

Absolute purity is unattainable in life but striving to get it in

some part, in some form, is probably common enough.

1029.

The biggest difference between science at the purely
theoretical or experimental level and science at the largely
popular level is that the “this might or must be the way it is”

becomes simply “this is the way it is.”



1030.

In order to influence the general public, both politicians and
the media count on a large number of people drawing from

them as their one source of information.

1031.

The fatal weakness of a civilization is that its hundreds, if not
thousands of years of development can be undone beyond

repair cafaclysmically.

1032.

Corruption in human affairs should come as no surprise
because its very nature is to come with no surprise, that is,

without warning, incrementally, on cat’s paws.



1033

No matter how acute, perceptive, intelligent, precise,
industrious, ambitious, and far-seeing we are, our thinking is
forever limited not only on account of all that belongs to the
past and can’t be remembered, but also because of all that

belongs to the future and can’t be predicted.

1034

There are no final answers but only answers that claim to be
such or present themselves as final answers. But what is this
saying? Not that the latter can’t do real work as operative
and contributing or even competitive belief systems, but only
that, without being eventually replaced by others, they can’t

go on indefinitely.

1035

Being embraced by a political party as a valuable ally in the

form of “outside” sympathizer brings with it the danger of, at



least with respect to one’s integrity, ultimately wishing to be

valued more as ally than outsider.

1036.

There are some public figures who, formerly celebrated but
then seeing their “star quality” slip away, try to increase their
popularity by playing upon and promoting a prejudice that’s
been largely disguised as a principle. Truly they have joined
the ranks, consciously or not, of those who belong to what

has often been called the oldest profession in the world.

1037.

There are many things that start off as grand projects but end
up failures. What is there to be said about this? Perhaps not
much except that, if such undertakings didn’t begin with at
least a vision of themselves as being great, all pushing
beyond the bounds of the ordinary and giving an opportunity
for something new to develop would never see the light of

day.



1038.

Competition, whether it be game-like or war-like or something
in between, generates interest. From the position of a non-

participant, it’s the form of which the content is secondary.

1039.

“Man is a wolf,” said one. “Man is a sheep,” said another.
“Man is a wolf in sheep’s clothing,” said a third. “¥“No, man is a
sheep in wolf’s clothing,” said a fourth. “A sheep in wolf’s
clothing!” shouted the third. “What does that mean?” “Not
much,” answered the fourth, “except that a certain play of
words and a certain set of associations can make it sound as
if you’re saying something.” “So, in fact,” insisted the third,
“you’ve said nothing.” On the contrary,” responded the fourth,

“] think I’ve said a good deal.”



1040.

The great limitation of philosophy in the university is that it’s

part of the rat race. Its great distinction is that it’s the most

self-questioning part.

1041.

Without massive diversity, which comes at many levels, there
would be no equivalent array of opportunities arising from a

virtually unlimited number of interconnections and

interactions.

1042.

When we buy into life, we buy into everything. A blue sky

that, no matter how remote the possibility, could always turn

red or black.



1043.

Among portable telephone users, there is this tendency to be
on top of their calls as if expecting one from a great

benefactor.

1044.

It’s strange to think how much done under the pressure of
time, once past as activity but present as product or finished

work, rests as unhurried as the pyramids.

1045.

Generally speaking, foolishness either angers or entertains.

That it doesn’t make one indifferent speaks in its favour.

1046.

A: Brother, let me tell you something. If | had to count up all

the bad things I’ve done in my life and line them up, I’d



disown myself. You think I’'m exaggerating? Well, let me tell
you I’m including everything from the foolish to the vulgar to
the perverted and even to the criminal. Now, what do you

say?

B: Brother, if | were to say | was shocked, |1 would first have
to ask myself: “Why am | shocked? Is it because of what he
has done in his life or his frankness in saying it?” Then, if |
were to say something of a moral nature, 1 would first have to
do an inventory of all the bad things I’ve done in my life. If it
came anywhere close to being like yours, then perhaps all |
could do would be to repeat your hypothetical self-

condemnation.

A: Brother, that’s the most honest answer this side of

childhood and sainthood. |1 thank you for it.

1047.

“How the mighty have fallen!” is an old saying that’s stood
the test of time. It would be wise to keep it in mind while

watching a puffed-up leader strut about on the world stage.



1048.

In principle, all nations refrain from warfare except when it’s
a case of self-defense. In practise, all nations engage in

warfare whenever it suits their interests.

1049.

At virtually all levels of political discourse, slandering the
enemy is a common practise and, indeed, no more so than
when it’s done on a grand scale. Surely this wouldn’t be were
it not for the fact that it’s a principle largely approved of in
practise even while being a practise largely disapproved of in

principle.

1050.

In politics, when there are no arguments or evidence to use
against an enemy, unsupported accusations will do. They will
be deployed with the same good conscience that normally

goes with doing lesser wrongs in private or in secret.
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1051.

The longer we live, the older become our earliest memories.
In this way, youth becomes attached to age or, more

properly, to another age.

1052.

On the great chessboard of international affairs, relations,
and, of course, rivalry, moves are often made illegally and
even lethally. The mindset of the political and military leaders
can be summed up in one word: endgame. The questions,
“What is to be won and Aow can it be won?”, take precedence

over all but the most humane or inhumane considerations.



1053.

On the international stage, it’s common practise for a country
to keep up appearances, morally speaking, by calling its

aggressive behaviour “resistance to aggression.”

1054.

In most public discourses, what’s necessary above all else is
to fill the void. (“You have something to say? Say it!”) Small
wonder then that even the wisest and most intelligent of
speakers don’t always have wise and intelligent things to
say. (Keeping silent as explicit response is the wisdom

implicitly ruled out here.)

1055.

The grace and beauty of the past is to be in the present
without demanding any more attention than we care to give

it.



1056.

If riches and resources are infinite, then lack of them is
significant only at the local level. But, of course, the word
‘local’, in relation to the universe, can take in the whole

world.

1057.

Here’s a politician, one of the very few, who always speaks
his mind. Consequently, he’s had little or limited success,
never having learned the trick of making big promises or

telling a “good” lie.

1058.

If a mediocre mind wants to put on a big show, moral

superiority is the only way to go.



1059.

If the scientists of today want to act like politicians or
political activists, they should get rid of all proxies. They
would then be the most convincing of politicians because, to
say it roughly, they’d be putting their money where their

mouth is.

1060.

If science isn’t free of error, what’s it likely to be when it

mixes with politics?

1061.

A: ’m sorry, but after two years, | still don’t know understand
the enmity that exists between you and your former friend

and business partner.

B: Well, ’ve said it often enough, haven’t 1? He’s a scoundrel!

A: Yes, but an accusation isn’t an argument, no matter how

many times it’s repeated. And, furthermore, making



accusations without arguments is exactly what politicians

do. |1 think that says enough.

1062.

Yes, he’s a controversial and intrepid figure when it comes to
fighting against the policies of those on the other side of the
political spectrum. But when it comes to critiquing or not
fully agreeing with certain policies of his own side, he dare

not be.

1063.

Those who reject religion and seek salvation in science don’t
realize that, in its attempt to do away with mystery, science

can be every bit as superficial and presumptuous as religion

naive and illogical.



1064.

Eternity is the beginning and end of particular things in

indivisible procession.

1065.

Suppose the world is doomed. A good lie would then be, “Yes,

but we can save it.”

1066.

News reporting is more than just the art of using
sensationalism to sell a story. It’s also the art of using every

trick in the book to camouflage this fact.

1067.

That a celestial body, totally immersed in darkness, can be
suddenly bathed in light, is not the miracle of life, but a

miracle preceding it.



1068.

It’s the unwritten policy of powerful nations, particularly in
the West, that, even while humanistic values should be
promoted both at home and abroad, atrocities should also be
promoted, though, of course, discreetly, at a distance, and

only if they’re good for business.

1069.

So much of the public discourse on contemporary issues,
particularly in the media, is like junk food. It’s consumed by a
majority of people who, with little time on their hands and
looking for easy and convenient ways of getting information,
are not as disposed as they might otherwise be to looking

after their “intellectual health.”

1070.

No, it’s not that the news media today is so different from
what it was before. It’s just that before its mask was more

firmly in place.



1070.

It it’s true that the majority of people, leading busy lives,
want their news on the run, that is, as concise and
uncomplicated as possible, then the media can hardly be
blamed for meeting this demand even if, by not doing things
as objectively and thoroughly as they could, by not resisting
the temptation to capitalize on the situation or, more
precisely, the limitations of a large number of people with
respect to many things but particularly their time and energy,
and, finally, by not having any qualms about merely feigning
to keep up the highest standards, they end up looking like

scoundrels.

1071.

The game of good and evil precedes the game of good versus

evil, the second canceling the first only as a false Aufhebung.



1072.

Thank God for appearances which domesticate Truth and

make it liveable!

1073.

Respectable scoundrels, those members of society who do
rather well despite, or even on account of, their deep-seated
dishonesty, are so common they populate novels as well as

everyday life.

1074.

Just as one doesn’t have to be among people to enjoy the
camaraderie and good cheer of others, so one doesn’t have to

be young to enjoy the high-spiritedness of youth.



1075.

The sky is falling! The sky is falling! The sky is falling! Yes,

the sky is really falling! - this time. . .. Well, maybe.

Note: When the sky really does fall, it’s as likely as not we

won’t have time to say, “The sky is falling!”

1076.

People who stand out while still standing with the crowd

prosper best during this lifetime, but people who stand out by

standing away from the crowd prosper best beyond it.

1077.

The subhuman in society, insofar as it’s above the animal and
outside the precincts of morality, has always been, apart
from the enslaved, the incarcerated, and the incapacitated,

the poor, the irretrievably poor.



1078.

First of all, there is the longstanding suspicion about the
policies and practises of the people who govern us. At the
same time, however, there is (or was) a great counterbalance
in the form of a general respect for and belief in institutions
such as the press, the schools and universities, and the
scientific community. But now, what’s happening to this
great counterbalance? Is it not diminishing before our very
eyes? And, if this is the case, what then stands between us
and general disbelief in the integrity of institutions? Perhaps
what we have here are the signs of an oncoming catastrophe
we don’t want to see that is conveniently obscured by the

signs of the ones we think we do.

1079.

When we turn the page on one chapter in life and begin
another, it’s as if we’d left behind a world totally familiar to
us to which it becomes more and more difficult to return and

then finally impossible.



1080.

A great deal of money may not be enough to get away with

murder, but a great deal of power usually is.

1081.

At least part of the point of politeness and political

correctness is to avoid honesty considered to be harmful.

1082.

He started off an idealist and, with his great speaking
abilities, won himself an audience. Then, wanting to keep this
audience so he could earn a living and have a career as an
idealist, he had to - it’s sad to say! - play upon their

prejudices.



1083.

Even if, later in life, we come to the realization that worldly
success, particularly in the form of fame and fortune, isn’t all
it’s cracked up to be, we may still yearn and even strive for it,
thinking it will at least bring a wonderful change before the

downward spiral that, alas, so often accompanies it.

1084.

There are writings that can’t fit themselves to the times but

must wait for the times to fit themselves to the writings.

1085.

My way of telling the truth is to say that | can’t say that truth
telling shouldn’t be doing what it has always been doing,
namely, performing a multitude of tasks with a gold standard
that, like the sun, never fails to assert itself even while

permitting a multitude of deviations.



1086.

From being fully in the shadows (i.e., a non-issue) to being
fully in the spotlight (i.e., a controversy or campaign), how
many times have we seen this happen or, rather, not seen it?
For once something is in the spotlight and as long as it
remains there, it’s viewed by a host of people as being
something permanent, something untouchable, something on
the order of a moral touchstone by which one can judge

others and distinguish between good and evil.

1088.

The media promulgates alarmism, but this doesn’t mean it’s
always wrong in insisting on some widespread or general

danger. It only means it has a vested interest in doing so.

1089.

The power of present information doesn’t depend on its
precision but on its being successfully presented as accurate

and reliable.



1090.

If all that’s undesired and loathed in life lacked interest, it

would lose, in a manner of speaking, its one saving grace.

1091.

Who would want to be cursed with fully knowing the future?
Who would not rather have much of the best coming as a
surprise and much of the worst with as little worry as

possible?

1092.

Here’s an easy way of doing propaganda (to be found
everywhere in the media, mainstream or otherwise): treat the
wins of your adversary as if they were but Pyrrhic victories
while one’s own as decisive factors in the war against evil.
On the other hand, treat the losses of one’s enemy as
crippling or even mortal blows while one’s own as mere

tactical retreats.



1093.

An intellectual or scholar is likely to lose the measured,
thoughtful approach he adopts in the classroom or at a
conference when, upon seeking the political spotlight or
being thrust into it, he becomes the vulgarizer and

pamphleteer of his own thoughts.

1094.

Any situation can make stupid if all its variables don’t align

perfectly with what’s available in one’s skillset.

1095.

What’s very difficult, perhaps impossible, is to shine the most

penetrating critical light on where we’re most favoured or

most successful.

1096.



Ad hominem arguments are used by those who are interested
not in scoring a bulls eye in discussion but rather in landing
anywhere they can on the target. To make it a much bigger
thing to hit and have these new dimensions as the more or
less accepted standard is what is consciously or

unconsciously aimed at.

1097.

Mother love is perhaps the most constant thing in affairs of

the heart; young woman’s love a distant “second.”

1098.

What is a debate? A complicated discussion in which, for
various reasons, the participants can’t admit its empty

centre, its core of uncertainty.



1099.

Bad luck always gets our attention while good luck often

goes unrecognized.

1100.

Ninety per cent of what keeps us alive, our bodily processes
and a nurturing world, isn’t our doing. Say what you will
against religion, but at least it reminds us of these external
forces - these both external and internal forces - that we’re

dependent on and exceed us immeasurably.
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1101.

The political correctness that the media rides on (but not only
the media) as their morality, as fhe morality, will pass one
day. How it passes, however, is anyone’s guess, for the range
of possibilities extends from a simple change of fashion to

the most earth-shaking events.

1102.

Party politics is perpetual war but carried out like

professional wrestling.

1103.

No matter how much luck there is in the world, it will never
equal the astronomical long shot - the astronomical luck -

that made it.



1104.

Make all politicians honest, wise, and competent and you’d

have a wonderful world - minus the entertainment factor.

1105.

Perhaps one of the most secret affairs of the heart is the
sense of superiority that creeps in when, for one reason or
another, we’re affected by the suffering of a person but not

too deeply.

1106.

Generally speaking, flying one’s political colours in public
entails buying into a whole range of issues. Picking and
choosing is not an option unless one is willing, for the sake of
some principle, to alienate a sizeable number of friends and

allies (not to mention supporters).



1107.

Dreams are illusions that succeed or else fail favourably or

forgivably.

1108.

Politics at the confrontational level is harshly judging the
opposing party without making any distinctions or

exceptions: it’s all bad.

1109.

Some people are so caught up in their suffering that all

they’ve left is the sharing of it with others.

1110.

With sufficient power and resources, public opinion can be

taken in almost any direction.



1111.

Propaganda works not only on the level of emotion but also
as a call to reason based on unquestioned but highly

questionable assumptions.

1112,

Said one who wanted to look on the sunny side of death:
“Summer’s coming, but there’ll be millions more. My God, |

won’t be able to survive them all!”

1113.

The biggest lie in politics is that it’s only the other side that

lies.



1114.

The world’s mind - humanity’s collective mind - is ever so
great, but it nevertheless has a heavy curtain both behind it

and in front of it.

1115.

The living don’t care about the dead except for those they
know or imagine. All the rest are so many black cows on a

dark night.

1116.

If one truly wanted to get rid of all that’s bad in life, one

would have to find a way to make it totally uninteresting.



1117.

Most people who think they have the final word on some
matter are simply repeating what they’ve heard elsewhere
and, taking it to be authoritative, gives them the confidence
to voice it in public. It’s also what saves them the trouble of

thinking for themselves.

1118.

There was a time, not so long ago, when people smoked
almost everywhere but hardly ever swore in public or in polite
company. Now almost the opposite is true and, generally
speaking, we think we’re the better for it. But how can we be
sure of this? After all, it took hundreds of years to determine
the long-term (and second-hand) effects of smoking. How do
we know the same won’t be true for a vice that, although very
much condemned in the past, is now widely regarded as not

being particularly harmful?



11109.

What counts in political conflict above all else is an
unequivocal “for” and “against.” Thus it is that even the most
honest and straightforward of partisans are forced, at least at
certain moments, to forget nuances, forget subtleties, forget
making distinctions, forget the whole picture, and forget the
most honest and straightforward part of their pre-political

selves.

1120.

Politics can only work with a mixture of honesty and
dishonesty. The proof? It’s impossible to find a case of its

ever being otherwise.

1121.

The prospects at an advanced age with a sudden and serious
iliness: treated and then going on as a mere shadow of one’s

former self; untreated and so not going on but merely taking



one’s leave. Isn’t this what modern medicine, in all honesty,

should be laying out before us?

1122.

Between life and death there is this thin line called time.
Because it grows even thinner as we grow older, it seems to
be rather thick and substantial - almost unbreakable - when

we’re young.

1123.

If reason is the basis of truth, then the faith on which reason
is based (be it assumption or evidence) is the flaw forever

afflicting it.

1124.

Selling one’s soul for stardom (or something approximating

it)! How many lucky ones have avoided this (as risk, as



temptation) by simply being a few degrees less successful in

life!

1125.

Said one who took himself to be an able spokesman for the
moral sensibilities of the age: “What is absolutely necessary
for us here in the West is to be very careful in how we speak
about those who are different from us, particularly those who
belong to minority groups. As for the redistribution of wealth
not only in one country but throughout the world, that can

wait.”

1126.

All that we have in life has been lent to us and death is but

the loss of the particular moment or miracle of our making.



1127.

How can there be an end to cruelty in the world when it’s tied
up with so many people’s idea of what’s appropriate to do

when meting out justice?

1128.

Cruelty is the animal that wants food, the elements that
exceed their limits, the justice that often tips over into
injustice. Now, in the face of these horrific conditions, is it
any wonder that all has been recast and simplified as good
versus evil? And should this moral dualism, this metaphysics,
this human construct be now regarded as a major
accomplishment, a major error, or a major falsehood? Or

should it be regarded as all three?

1129.

A person in the prime of youth and one in decrepit old age are

such vastly different creatures that it’s hard for us to think of



one coming from the other or that one may, given a long life,

become the other.

1130.

Everybody has some talent, ability, or area of expertise but,
when it comes to morality, the popular mind is the mightiest

display of mediocrity there is.

1131.

Moral superiority is the last refuge of the mediocre.

1132.

If you’ve ever thought it would be a wonderful thing to know
all the little secrets of some great person past or present,
perhaps it would be wise to consider that, among these little
secrets, there are no doubt a lot of bodily functions, including

the less attractive ones.



1133.

The only cure for consumerism is a crash.

1134.

The only cure for consumerism is a successful form of

communism (if this isn’t an oxymoron).

1135.

An aphorism at its highest moment (which isn’t a cliché as
some might think) is a unique thought expressed in a unique

way.

1136.

Political correctness is the modern-day liturgy by means of
which even the scoundrel and hypocrite can look pious and

devout.



1137.

Everybody lives in the bubble of the Now and, for this reason,
we’re often afraid of what we shouldn’t be afraid of and not

afraid of what we should be.

1138.

If it’s true that the victor writes the history, then letting the

victim write it won’t make it more objective, only different.

1139.

That which seems durable only outlasts what perishes at any

particular time.



1140.

Collective fear leads to collective stupidity. It would be a
mistake to think the authorities and powers that be won’t
play along with this or be complicit in it, even to the
detriment of society, when they don’t find it in their best
interest not to. The proof of this? Well, think of how many
institutions in Germany fell in line with the Nazis. Even the
universities and churches toed the line. Wasn’t this a result of
widespread fear in conjunction with a policy, equally

widespread, of looking after particular interests?

1141.

When it comes to the possibility of being blamed for an
innocent person’s death, everybody - governments, health
authorities, business owners, commentators, private
individuals — would prefer to err on the side of caution. Even
over-caution. Even over-over-over-caution. This is where we
are today. (But there are some, to be sure, who, wanting to
make sure no suspicion is cast on where their priorities lie,

will always claim we haven’t been cautious enough.)



1142.

It’s the situation of the media nowadays that its success is
based on being able to talk about issues and events twenty-
four seven. With this economic (and sometimes political)
pressure of having to talk even when there might not be
much worth saying, it’s small wonder that repetition,
exaggeration, sensationalism, and alarmism have become
ever more prominent features of this industry. The effects on
society, both short term and long term, are not fully known
but are already showing signs of — dare we say it? -

something to be alarmed about.

1143.

Even those of the highest integrity, once they have adopted
and maintained a political position, can never be truth tellers
of the highest order. Their priority is polemics, the winning on
the battlefield, the commitment to a line of action and, as
such, although they’re quite willing to point the finger at their
enemies (often quite rightly, of course), they rarely, if ever, do

so at themselves.



1144.

This is perhaps the greatest flaw of those of us who are
strong: that we seldom think of ourselves as being one day
weak and so, all of a sudden, propelled into a group that, in

however slight a way, we secretly held in contempt.

1145.

During the early years of the Great Depression, Franklin D.
Roosevelt famously said: “The only thing we have to fear is
fear itself.” For the health of a society, this prescription is

probably worth more than any other.

1146.

Talk about killing the goose that lay the golden egg! If ever
the media succeeds in tanking the economy by fear-
mongering, it will have unleashed a Frankenstein upon the
world that will not only make others tremble but also the

ones who created it!



1147.

Given all the horrors that governments of every kind have
unleashed for various reasons throughout history in countries
such as Japan, Vietham, Cambodia, Rwanda, Germany, and
so on, what could be wiser that not to be at least cautious
when listening to what they tell you, particularly in times of

emergency?

1148.

The present-day governments of the world, like no doubt all
governments throughout history faced with major disruptions
due to famine, disease, war, revolution, economic collapse,
etc., want to show they are completely in control of the
situation. But what happens if they’re not? What then? Big

question!



1149.

A: From what | understand (and from what | now see around
me), the capitalistic system, in a state of crisis, moves
towards socialism. At least in the sense that, in a desperate
attempt to save itself, governments grant huge bailouts, no
doubt with stringent conditions attached, to private
enterprise. What do you think?

B: Well, if what you’re saying is true, then the socialism in
question is perverse. After all, these bailouts are meant to
prop up the system, aren’t they?

A: No question of that, but as some have pointed out, it can
still be a government move to control the economy. It’s just
that it’s more for the rich than the poor.

B: Well, be that as it may, it’s certainly not government
control of the means of production. The question is, could it
ever become that. What do you think? | mean, could there
ever be a creeping form of socialist takeover, working its way
through capitalism, or does it require a revolution?

A: Predicting the future is always a risky business. But if
we’re to go by the past, it seems to require a violent
revolution. After all, capitalists aren’t going to fold their tents

at the first shot.



B: Yes, there certainly have been successful revolutions in
the past (bloody ones too, as you point out) but what about
the systems they installed? Could the same be said of them?
A: There the report card’s a bit spotty. Of course, everyone
knows of the great Russian experiment.

B: And failure.

A: And then there’s the Chinese one.

B: Where, it seems, creeping capitalism saved the day.

A: Wow! A strange picture, indeed! A creeping socialism to
save capitalism and a creeping capitalism to save socialism!
B: A full circle, it seems.

A: Yes. Let’s hope it’s not a vicious one.

1150.

The strange is as much at the heart of us as at the furthest

stretches of the universe.



Aphoristic Appendage to On Truthtelling

151-1200

1151.

Throughout history there have been people who, for various
reasons, have been treated as pariahs and who, to use the
current vernacular, have known what it is to be “socially
distanced.” Now, with the outbreak of the pandemic called
Covid-19, we have a situation unique in human history in
which virtually everyone in the world has this status to some
degree or other. No doubt, this situation will pass shortly.
However, as long as it persists, one can imagine that the true
outcasts of society, those who live on the street, for
example, must be saying to themselves: “Why, they’re all
avoiding each other! They’re all doing what they usually do to
us! Hey ma’am! Hey, mister! How does it feel, ma’am? How

does it feel, mister?”



1152.

A pandemic of lying by various or virtually all political actors
in the Western world! A pandemic of horrendous accumulated
debt over many years! A pandemic of hype in the media that
never ceases! A pandemic of public complicity in all this
because few want to see the writing on the wall! And, finally,
a pandemic of fear and panic (let’s hope not violence) caused
by a little virus with some distinctly unsettling traits that, in

turn, causes the whole house of cards to collapse!

1153.

Brave New World! One day the planet caught a cold and, all of

a sudden, it turned itself into a giant hospital!

1154.

The aphorism as way of thought ends where anger, argument,
and action begin. Its life is in the peaceful contemplation of
what has been, what is, or what might be. Its death is in the

apocalyptic war it cannot avoid.



1155.

Being bested in argument doesn’t necessarily mean one’s
position on some matter is wrong. It only means that, if the
argument is of a competitive nature, the opponent’s victory is

due to his being led more by his head than his heart.

1156.

A: | may not know much about economics, but one thing I do
know is that both socialism and capitalism are capable of
bringing good arguments to the table. How is one to decide
between them then?

B: Perhaps there’s no deciding but what historical
circumstances decide. The arguments would then come into
play merely as great facilitators of radical change.

A: That would mean the arguments themselves are . ...

B: Like two types of impressive-looking currency that take
turns being either recognized as true coin or rejected as false

money.



1157.

The difference between a philosopher and a professor of
philosophy is that the second is also an official, a figure of
authority. His voice is therefore compromised by forces

outside pure reason and reflection.

1158.

A: It has been reported by unnamed sources that the powers-
that-be have launched a world-wide social experiment to
determine how many people and how far people are willing to
police themselves based on some ill-founded fear or
exaggerated danger.

B: What powers-that-be? Who is carrying out this experiment?
A: Well, | suppose the rich and powerful. Don’t you think
there’s something to it?

B: | don’t like conspiracy theories. If it’s a social experiment,
it’s all of us who are carrying it out. It’s all of us who, for one
reason or another, have decided to live dangerously.

A: Live dangerously! Isn’t it exactly the opposite? People are
hunkered down all over the world! They’re afraid to go out of

their houses! They’re petrified of some enemy that, like a



ghost, they can’t even see! How can that be called living
dangerously?

B: They’re risking destroying the world’s economy, that’s
certainly living dangerously. They’re risking losing the
comfortable lifestyle they’ve always known.

A: Do you really believe what you’re saying?

B: No, not at the individual level. People, generally speaking,
are cowards. But at the collective level, at the level of the
world, at the level of the times and circumstances, as
Zeitgeist, it may be that these people (I don’t say all) are
taking a chance with their lives.

A: But it could all lead to ruination! How could anyone, for
whatever reason, wish this upon themselves?

B: They don’t, of course. No one does. Not even the rich
bankers. But it’s happening because people, in their hearts,
want change more than they want comfort. Not on an
individual level, perhaps, but on a popular level. They get
tired of the same old world.

A: And the excitement over wars . ..

B: Falls into the same category.

A: Only now we’re all engulfed in this change of worlds.

B: Yes, this is the truly unique thing about it.



1159.

When it comes to managing a completely new situation that’s
dangerously out of control, knowledge and experience not

wedded to courage and wisdom are a dead letter.

1160.

With respect to compromising one’s principles in the face of
changing circumstances, particularly those of an adverse

nature, no one is immune.

1161.

If everybody did their own research on local, regional,
national, and international matters, TV journalism would fall

into disrepute overnight.



1162.

Never has there been such attention to worldwide mortality as
there is today. The only trouble is that, morally, politically, and
psychologically speaking, it focuses on a small part of it. People
who die from cancer, heart disease, diabetes, tuberculosis,
malaria, hunger, murder, suicide, war, traffic accidents and so

on are left entirely out of the picture.

1163.

Every time we sit on that white porcelain throne to be found
in every home, we get a sharp reminder of how much the high

is tied to the low, the pure to the impure.

1164.

The majority of people think that, by simply being the
majority, they must be in the right. But how wrong they are!
In exceptional times, it is exceptional people, a definite

minority, who are in the right.



1165.

Politicians and mainstream media are masters of the half-
truth, the three-quarter truth. When will people wake up to

this? Or, better yet, do they even want to?

1166.

The most frightening thing in the world is before everyone’s
eyes without being seen. It only takes three terms, however,
to make it glaringly obvious: collective knowledge and

intelligence, collective stupidity, and collective suicide.

1167.

Between what we call dead and what we call living, there is a
great deal of activity and transmission. A book, for example,
is as much the past reaching towards the future and into the

present as it is the present reaching back to the past.



1168.

If it’s built into the game, then you play it if you want to stay
in the game. Here is the whole reason why corruption,

including the milder forms of it, is highly infectious.

1169.

Professional critics rarely if ever engage in self-criticism. To
this extent, they fall short of being those who tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

1170.

A Modern-Day Parable

Let all those who would like to hear a modern-day parable
read my story. It comes at a time when | think it could shed
some light on human behaviour, specifically, on collective
human behaviour. You see, on the one hand, it all depends on
upbringing or training and, on the other, conditions or

circumstances. If the two match, everything goes



wonderfully. If they don’t, a breakdown occurs that, if we’re
honest, should not be taken lightly.

The incident | wish to speak of happened some thirty years
ago. It was at an airport and | was a taxi driver. It was on a
Sunday when far fewer taxis than normal were on the road.
For some reason, a huge passenger plane made an
unexpected landing at the Winnipeg International Airport.
There were no taxis in the airport corral because another
passenger plane had landed shortly before. As a
consequence, hundreds of passengers poured out of the
terminal and, encumbered with their luggage, spread out over
a large area. Patiently they waited for some taxis to show up
and whisk them home after a long and tiring flight. So patient
were they at the outset, | imagine, and patient were they,
most of them, at any rate, when I first arrived on the scene.
But, putting aside this, imagine my shock when | saw so
many people stranded at the airport with no taxi in sight
except my own! As soon as | came into view, dozens of
people from all sections of the spread-out crowd started
waving at me, giving me the impression that they wanted me
to choose the one whom | thought was most in need. What
followed, however, was more a combination of two
instinctive and very individual moves, a sort of action and

reaction. The first person to step away from the crowd to lay



claim to my taxi was successful largely because his action
instantly prompted me to hit the brakes. A few seconds later,
as we drove away, this young man probably thought pretty
well of himself. Perhaps he even felt a bit smug. On the other
hand, I’m certain that many of the other passengers, at least
the ones standing close to him, didn’t approve of his actions.
After all, surely there were some older or less healthy people
who would’ve benefitted greatly by getting away first. The
impetuous young man had robbed them of at least one such
possibility. No doubt, if he had any remorse about this, he
would’ve quickly got rid of it by thinking about all the other
taxis that would soon be arriving at the airport. Yes, I’m sure
this was his thought as | drove him to his destination. (I don’t
remember where | dropped him off.) After all, this was the
very thought |1 had when, after finishing with this fare, |
responded to the dispatcher’s insistent demand to pick up
passengers still waiting at the airport. Once again, when
coming into view of the terminal, | was shocked to see so
many people still waiting for a taxi and with none in sight.
Honestly speaking, | don’t remember who got into my cab this
second time, but ’m sure the boarding operation was the
more customary thing of people being polite and letting the
person or people first in line take the taxi or else the person

or people most in need of it. Notwithstanding this, |



experienced once again the strange phenomenon of dozens
of people trying to flag me down as my taxi approached the
terminal. It couldn’t have been a rational response since
there was obviously no reason for me to bypass a great
number of other passengers to get to them. Of course, as
soon as my cab was occupied, they ceased their frantic
waving and once again wore patient but tired expressions on
their travel-worn faces. At this point in my story, who
wouldn’t have a good opinion of these representatives of
civilized society? Who wouldn’t think that their patience, self-
control, tolerance, and, yes, even generosity were defining
characteristics? I’m sure that some such thought or thoughts
were in my head when | drove my second fare from the
airport to his or her or their destination. (I don’t remember
this trip at all.) Now, as | move towards the conclusion of this
story, perhaps you will already have an idea of what it must
be. This should be particularly true when | tell you that | had
to make a fhird trip to the airport. Perhaps its denouement
will even be clearer when | tell you that, once again, | came
across a large group of tired and probably hungry passengers.
These were people, to say it once again, who were waiting
for taxis that, at least in large numbers, never showed up.
Finally, if |1 tell you that, once again, | was the only taxiin

sight, you may already know where this story is headed. |



don’t mean anything particularly sad, tragic, or depressing by
saying this: | only mean to bring into view what a great
philosopher called the human all too human. Yes, to my great
surprise and consternation, pandemonium broke out when
these people saw my taxi pull up the third time. They jumped
in front of one another in a mad scramble to get to my cab,
tear open the doors, and get themselves lodged inside. Some,
of course, succeeded in doing this while the rest, stymied in
their attempt to get away after so much waiting, stood
around or mulled about, some looking very angry, some
looking almost heartbroken, and some with simply a glassy
look in their eyes. | have no recollection of who my
passengers were on this third trip from the airport. It doesn’t

really matter.

1170.

Has it ever been observed that, on many occasions, a person
who is an expert in one area, if he becomes highly popular in
the media, quickly morphs into a person who is an expert in

virtually a/l areas?



1171.

It could be said that the concept of human rights has been
inflated in recent years to include almost every possible way
of making everyone feel absolutely equal to everyone else. It
could also be said that, in some quarters, the subject has
been talked to death. But raise the level of fear sufficiently
high in society and see how many (I would say an
overwhelming majority) are ready and willing, almost happy,

to give up their basic rights.

1172.

There have been viruses since the beginning of time and each
and every one of us carries around trillions of viruses every
day of every year until we die. What! Do you think the world
will be improved by turning everyone into a germaphobe?

Rather, it’s a recipe for the complete breakdown of society.



1173.

A: Oh, it’s horrid! Do you see what this person has written?
He’s basically saying that right now, in the midst of this
pandemic, we’re willing to sacrifice our economy to protect
the sick, vulnerable, and elderly. But one day, in the not-too
distant future, it’ll be quite the contrary. We’ll be willing to
sacrifice the sick, vulnerable, and elderly to protect the

economy!

B: What he’s written does seem nightmarish but it’s far from
outlandish. There are many writers who, in different ways,
have shown what the human race is capable of. Take Michel
de Montaigne, for example. What he wrote four hundred years
ago about different customs and rituals throughout the world
would make your hair stand on end. And if you need a more
recent example, think of Franz Kafka. There you have a world
where bureaucracy runs rampant and is as inhuman as any

machine or system you can think of.

A: But what you’re saying has nothing to do with our world.
It’s all about past worlds or fictitious ones. Our world today

is, as you know, all about saving the planet.



B: Indeed! A noble-sounding project, to be sure. But one that
might take a bit of time to accomplish. In the meantime,

acute scarcity could arise and overturn the whole apple cart.

A: What! Overturn our most essential values?

B: Our most essential values are food, water, and shelter. It’s
on this basis - whether we have a sufficient supply of them or

not - that everything else is constructed.

1174

A: | heard it said the other day that trying to stop a pandemic
with social distancing and masks is like trying to stop a river

with a stick. What do you think?

B: That we’ll continue to use this stick despite knowing that
nature is mightier than us. It’s our modern-day magic wand that,
in the form of technology and collective action, we think can

accomplish miracles.

A: It galls me that so many people are committed to this path of
hubris and narcissism. “Whom the gods would destroy, they first

make mad.”

B: And | would add: “We are such stuff as dreams are made on,

and our little life is rounded with a sleep.”

A: Amen.



1175

The main difference between an aphorism and an argument is
that, while the first is an attempt to tell the truth that one
knows as best as possible (there are built-in limitations), the
second is an attempt to tell the truth that one thinks others
should know. The second is therefore an attempt to win over
others, to exercise power, to be useful and active even to the
point of risking error by rendering the uncertain “certain,” the

unknown “known.”

1176

Everybody has the tendency to talk about a particular matter
as if they were an expert on it if they have heard somebody
else talk about it as an expert and believed every word they
said. What is forgotten is that there are few subjects on
which the experts agree and probably none on which they
agree absolutely and indefinitely. Indeed, there are many on

which they have completely opposing views.

1177.

A sign of the times: It is no longer good form to advise



someone to be honest, strong, brave, or truthful but rather

safe.

1178.

Truthfulness without goodness equals cold-hearted
calculation while goodness without truthfulness equals

passionate wrongheadedness.

1179.

Taken together, truthfulness without goodness and goodness

without truthfulness is perdition.

1180.

If all those who, moving towards the end of their lives, lived
each day as if it could be their last, they would be led less by

fear than by fortitude.



1181.

It is possible that, looking back, historians will write that
never has there been such crass stupidity (not to mention
cravenness) shown among so many different sectors of the

population as there is today.

1182.

With respect to certain diseases like influenza, some who
catch it will have no symptoms, some will have mild
symptoms, some will have severe ones, and some will die.

But does anyone think it could be otherwise?

1183.

What the media has the power of doing is making what are

ultimately fringe events central - at least for a time.

1184.

A: It is argued here that, during the current pandemic, people
who don’t observe social distancing and other forms of anti-
viral behaviour are guilty of killing others, specifically those
who are both sick and aged, the vulnerable part of society.
The person making this argument seems to think it has great

force.
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and conviction, is that it?

A: Indeed! He definitely wants to get the message out that we

should assume our collective responsibility.

B: A lot could be said on this matter but, if you don’t mind, |
would like to ask a question. Does the person who makes this
argument, which is obviously a morally charged one - does he
make it as if he were dealing with a simple matter or a
complex one? | mean to say, does he treat the issue of the
health and care of the vulnerable part of society in

conjunction with the health and care of society as a whole?

A: No, | can’t say he does other than make his primary point
as forcefully as possible and without any other

considerations.

B: Well, is that not an act of bad faith? He is willing to impugn
others and urge them to accept either a collective guilt or a
collective responsibility while reducing the health and care of

society to the health and care of one small part of it.

A: He seems to think that they are one and the same.

B: But does he argue it? If he doesn’t argue it, then, by virtue
of trying to put others in an extremely bad light, he himself

must be acting in a less than virtuous way.

A: 1 don’t think he, as a man who has always shown the



that, at the present time, he doesn’t seem to be willing to

entertain any counterarguments.

1185.

To listen to the media nowadays is to be perpetually worried.
And to think that there are millions of people around the
world who never stop to think that this might be the

unhealthiest thing of all!

1186.

The default position of people on the Left who, roughly
speaking, are city dwellers seems to be that those on the
Right are not as pure-minded and well-motivated as they are.
But if it were to happen that, all of a sudden, the city stopped
being supplied by the other side, it’s quite likely their attitude

and ways of thinking would undergo a sea change.

1187.

In their infinite wisdom, the governments of the world have

declared that all their citizens should keep themselves safe



from the corona virus - even if this makes them sick in all

other ways.

1188.

The main advantage of the truth over the long term is that it’s

a prevailing wind hard to resist.

1189.

Now that they’ve got us used to lining up like zombies for
everything we want with or without the wearing of our
masks, tell me, as you’ve done so many times before, good
sir, how we should all come together as one global

community with a human face!

1190.

Is there anything more zombie-like than a person who, be it in
some quiet place or on a busy street, is wearing a protective
mask (“medieval” look) while, at the same time, playing with

their smart phone (“Pm-with-the-times” look)?

1191.



When television first came into being, it was haled as the
future teacher of the masses. It was a utopian view that
couldn’t envision a dystopian outcome, despite George

Orwell’'s 7984 coming out about the same time.

1192.

A sign of the increased public awareness about health
matters since the outbreak of the corona virus: A man going
up to a clerk in a grocery store and buying a carton of

cigarettes while wearing a surgical mask.

1193.

Apropos the handling of the corona virus: Never in the field of
human leadership have so few made such a mess for so
many.



1194.

In the midst of the corona virus scare: Would anyone not have
thought even six months ago that introducing widespread
anti-social practises is a good way to weaken a society from

A to Z2?

1195.

Here’s the title of a future book whose subject matter is fairly
easy to predict: Children Who Grow Up under Social

Distancing: The Psychological Consequences.

1196.

When various institutions - governmental, political,
educational, commercial - loudly proclaim that they are
taking certain measures to protect the public, it is almost
certain that what they really wish to protect are themselves
and not, be it noted, as a group of individuals but rather as a
functioning entity, a sustaining environment, a means of

livelihood, a privileged habitat.



1197.

What is to say that an issue or problem has been politicized?
It is to say that all parties concerned are absolutely certain
about what is good and what is bad and that all the first is on

one side and all the second the other.

1198.

What is science? The best and most up-to-date knowledge we
have on a matter. What isn’t science? The final word on

anything except for those who have turned it into a religion.

1199.

A sardonic response to the question: What do protesters want
when, in response to some inciting incident, they go out onto
the streets and, in some cases, commit acts of violence? - A

perfect world where they can run rampant.



1200.

Is it not the case that, when we speak to someone about a
controversial matter who is not a fool but has a point of view
different from our own, we ourselves might play the fool if we

push our point of view too forcefully, that is, without

sufficient politesse?
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1201.

No one has a lock on language and its rhetorical power can
be potentially launched in any direction. It follows from this
that no philosophical, social, cultural, or political hegemony

can reach beyond certain bounds in time and space.

1202.

The hare is in history as something already past but, as

something still going on, it’s the tortoise.

1203.

Welcome to the new order! Now everyone who goes to a
store or other place of business has equal opportunity to be

treated as a potentially dangerous disease carrier!



1204.

When it comes to bandwagon policymaking in an
ostensibly non-commercial area, corporate cunning and

corporate cowardice come together as “good citizenry.”

1205.

What do the terms COVID-19, climate change, and systemic
racism all have in common? They refer to causal factors or
agents that, like God, are largely invisible and that, like the

Devil, can be blamed for a myriad of evils.

1206.

It would not be so surprising if the wearing of protective
masks during the current crisis, be it while driving a car,
riding a bicycle, or simply walking in the park, will be
viewed by future generations as we now view those in the
past who, to ward off evil, wore a lucky charm, an amulet,

or a talisman.



1207.

What false tears are all about: Every single day a 150,000
people die on this planet. If one were to shed a tear for
each and every one of them, one would be dead oneself in
no time. Therefore, the commiseration for all these
unknowns or even a fraction of them is but a putting on
display of one’s humanity lest anyone have any doubts

about it.

1208.

Just as piety could be used in past ages to cover a
multitude of sins, so political correctness can be used

today.

1209.

Mainstream journalism is currently fighting for its survival
which means that it is fighting to keep its audience, its
credibility, and its ethics - in that order and only in that

order.



1210.

Most daily news and, in particular, political commentary are
essentially noise about nothing that in, a few years, will

barely be remembered.

1211.

Courage and wisdom found together constitute not an alloy

but rather pure gold.

1212.

Much (if not most) popular news and talk is diverting
nonsense that adds an emotional charge to life otherwise

lacking in the day-to-day. Hence its popularity - for all of us.

1213.

Before the assassinations, before the atrocities, before the
mass murders and executions, and before the genocides,
one thing is absolutely necessary: an unrelenting war of
propaganda that makes one group, faction, side, or country

think that another is finally getting what it deserves.



1214.

O, woe to those who fall victim to the unrestrained fury of
the hydra-headed monster! For once it is unleashed from
the norms of civilized behaviour, it has no thought but for
its anger, its power, and its ability to do almost anything

with impunity!

1215.

If there are people today who don't believe that many
governments can act stupidly at the same time, then they
know nothing about the causes of the First World War or,
at least, one of its major causes, which was a series of
alliances between competing, highly industrialized, and
heavily armed nations. These pacts of mutual benefit and
protection were thought by many to make wars less likely
but what they did was make it possible for a single
incident to create a domino effect and expand hostilities
from one country to another. What ultimately happened, in
other words, was that each country, feeling obliged to
honour its commitment to its ally, sided with either one of
the two grand alliances (i.e., the Allied Powers and the
Central Powers) and thereby involved itself in an

increasingly expanding, out-of-control war.



1216.

What greater proof is there that those who are presumably
in control of the world are never completely in control of it
- indeed, are capable of letting it slip out of control with

catastrophic results - than the First World War.

1217.

There is a great deal of talk about hate speech nowadays
but very little about its most obvious and dangerous
manifestation: the ever-growing enmity and verbal violence
between the political left and political right. Anyone who
knows anything about history has little reason to be

optimistic under such circumstances.

1218.

The governments of today seem to be no more aware of the
great danger they are courting by polarizing public opinion
than the governments of Europe were when carrying out
the various policies and maneuvers that precipitated the

First World War.



1219.

A politician’s nightmare: That the fear the many have of this or

that or them will become their anger.

1220.

Apropos COVID-19: In a world where everyone wears a mask as
a dubious form of protection or as a show of support for
government policy, merely wearing a broad smile becomes a

revolutionary act.

1221.

How many times do | see or hear the salutation “Stay well!”
nowadays without thinking how superficial and hollow it sounds

compared to the principle “Live well!”

1222.

Never before has the expression “La comédie humaine” seemed
more applicable than it does today when all go about in their
masks as if they were attending a worldwide conference of

clowns.



1223.

Socially or collectively speaking, most people function like
highly sophisticated automatons. It takes getting to know them

individually to dispel this impression.

1224,

COVID-19 has not only succeeded in frightening the world but in

making it look ridiculous.

1225.

Thanks to politicians of all stripes, people are far sicker from

fear now than they are from the COVID.

1226.

It would seem that one of the major attractions of political
correctness is that, once one has subscribed to it - once one
has decked oneself up in it - one is relieved of the burden of

self-criticism.



1227.

When it comes to assessing politicians and political
commentators, it’s not so much a question of who is lying and
who is telling the truth but rather who is lying the least and with

the least harm to society.

1228.

Motto of the New World Order for 2020: Only COVID kills - for

NOW.

1229.

Only a rare combination of factors - equivalent to an alignment

of the planets - can explain the current madness.

1230.

Perhaps the most universal but least recognized principle in
human affairs is the one of desiring to think well of one’s self. In
a multitude of ways stretching from the most popular to the
most private and even the most perverted, it secretly guides us
as we play out our often very similar but also often very
different roles on the world stage. (Yes, we all have our

spectators, don’t we? - including ourselves.)



1231.

Just as it was once socially acceptable to promote cigarette
smoking even to the point that some doctors were willing to
do it on TV, so it is now with the official approval of the
wearing of masks in virtually all situations and by virtually all
people, even to the point of making it an issue between a

mother and her two-year-old.

1232.

In politics, as in life in general, truth often has to play catch-
up. But when it does, as it most assuredly will in the face of
lies, deceitfulness, cover-ups, and injustice, it also knows how

to play hardball.

1233.

One of the great gifts that politicians have given humanity

while fighting the dreaded COVID: forced facial unfriendliness.

1234.

To be a polemicist in public, especially in politics, almost
forces one to become a Pinocchio in certain areas, high

integrity notwithstanding.



1235.

That the Left has a vision of a better world is all to its credit.
But when it uses dishonest means and methods to achieve

this end, better then to forget it.

1236.

We have a dishonest media and dishonest politicians. And yet,
good people, you are willing to believe what they say and do

what they tell you!

1237.

Death is total indifference to the goings-on and hubbub of life,

including one’s own.

1238.

Moving towards the Left provides many politicians with the
opportunity to promise more. Today it’s the promise of doing
away with climate change and pandemics. Tomorrow it may
very well be the promise of getting rid of earthquakes,
volcanoes, and earth-threatening asteroids. All of this is of
course ridiculous but, politically speaking, it works because

there is always a mass of people ready to believe that those



in government have god-like powers. In point of fact, what they
do have is impressive enough: the ability to control the hearts

and minds, not to mention behaviour, of a good many people.

1239.

Youth is fresh for this world and its functionality but, when it
comes to its aberrations (which are often the handiwork of
those with experience and selfish intentions), ignorant,

uninformed, and ill-equipped.

1240.

In human affairs, corruption is common enough. Fortunately,
correction is there as a counterforce to save us from

ourselves.

1241.

The thing about the media and politicians nowadays is that
they have the tendency of being intellectually dishonest not

once in a while but all the way down the line.

1242.

The future is a distant far, passing us by so much that, at



some point, we lose interest in it. But it never loses interest in

itself.

1243.

The future is the power of the past pushing through the

present to its self-destructive recreation.

1244.

What is a U.S. presidential debate? Two opposing and highly

exaggerated takes on what a president has done or not done.

1245.

What is a U.S. presidential debate? An exchange of low blows
that allows all commentators, be they on the right or left, to
occupy - and with no small amount of enthusiasm, indignation,

and self-righteousness - the moral high ground.

1246.

If dying were as easy as falling asleep; if it no longer held any
horror for us, how quickly then we would rush like flies to burn

ourselves up in the candle of life!



1247.

Standing armies are slaughterhouses in the making, if not for
one generation, then for another. A series of blue skies and

petty or personal affairs keeps this horror away from us.

1248.

To hold onto power, many or most political leaders are willing to
take the occasional mud bath, morally or ethically speaking, and
sometimes even make it a frequent occurrence. However, if
they are lucky enough to win their major battles and stay on top,
they will maintain, in the eyes of the public, at least, a sort of

scrubbed respectability.

1249.

Yes, the rule is a wonderful thing, but it only takes one
exception (perhaps we should call it the exception of
exceptions or the super-exception) to destroy both it and

everything else.

1250.

Just as with the individual, it sometimes requires society to hit

rock bottom before it can see upwards.



1251.

Thank God for the accumulated knowledge and wisdom of
yesteryear! For if we had to depend solely on what we get from

today, foolishness running to insanity would be our undoing.

1252.

Extreme things, be they good or bad, equally excite interest.
From this springs all the convoluted and contradictory discourse
on morality. (But the moralist always thinks of himself as the

one straight shooter and says to hell with all the rest.)

1253.

The day that all corruption is gone from politics is the day we

should believe the pie-in-the-sky promises of certain politicians.



1254.

Give the people a universal fear they can’t verify for themselves,
pound it into their heads day and night, and then don’t be
surprised if you wake up to a hellish world where politicians

have got drunk on their power.

1255.

Think of all the energy expended in human affairs, be it in times
of peace or in times of war, that extends itself to the moment of
its virtual non-being, that is, its virtual non-traceability in human

affairs itself.

1256.

Perhaps it’s the fact that complete scoundrels can so easily
come to power that makes it possible for opposing parties to

think of each other’s leader as being one.



1257.

Take a look at how the First World War got started! Take a look
at what can only be called civilized monstrosity! Take a look at
all those leaders who, with their high-level responsibilities and
large-scale plans, put into play a war machine that,
Frankenstein-like, escaped their control and devastated the

world.

1258.

In public affairs, interest of the most general but contentious
sort lies at the extremes not only in the sense of where to find it

but what to expect from it.

1259.

Aiming at riches and recognition is always but a hair’s breadth
away from making the sort of compromises that, in turn, are but
a few steps removed from either the slightly descending or

steeply graded path of corruption.



1260.

Far more dangerous than the coronavirus (or, for that matter,
climate change) is the corruption of our institutions as moral
bastions of society. Without these pillars of civilized commerce
and behaviour, our fate will surely take the form of which Yeats
speaks when he announces in his poem, The Second Coming-:
“Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold / Mere anarchy is

loosed upon the world.”

1261.

With a both political and popular movement moving the moral
compass towards having the greatest possible safety, comfort,
and security for all, we may unwittingly create a monstrous

situation posing the greatest threat of all.

1262.

During the First World War, Albert Einstein was amazed at the
number of eminent scientists, scholars, and statesmen who
were willing to jump on the bandwagon of German imperialism.
What this seems to point out is that no matter in which direction
the political winds are blowing, there will be many who, both

great and small, will want to feel them squarely on their backs.













































1304.

Marxism, along with what is called nowadays cultural Marxism,
mixes with morality in a way that, taking advantage of the
human all too human in all directions (i.e., the lust or yearning
for power, revenge, security, simplicity, novelty, justice, the
greater good, etc.), makes it both the anti-scientific pseudo-

science and the anti-religious pseudo-religion par excellence.

1305.

With less bedazzlement at our own technological achievements,
we might realize that nature itself is advanced technology -

indeed, hyper-advanced technology - from beginning to end.

1306.

He who thinks he can win his argument by insults is one who
has more faith in the power of insults than the power of

argument.

1307.

Public opinion so powerful it influences politicians and policy
makers is also the steamroller than flattens even professional

opinion, its erstwhile critic and corrector.



1308.

Every time we go to sleep at night and dream whatever dreams
we do, a remarkable yet little noted thing occurs, namely, the
slipping away of the meaning and importance of our lives, the
primary “who” of what we are, the stuff of day-to-day struggle
and fighting to avert harm and death. Who can deny that all this
gets phantomized every night and, what is more, almost

“sweetly” and without regret?

13069.

When considering the truthfulness of politicians and political
pundits in the mainstream media, it would be wise to include
two important factors that could very well have a bearing on the

matter of how to assess it: power and profit.

1310.

If there is any virtue in vice, it must be that the latter is quicker
to attract public attention, particularly those vices (e.g.,

hypocrisy) that are good at parading as virtues.

1311.

A: Your distrust of the media coverage of the COVID crisis goes



serious it is.

B: | myself have heard experts on YouTube who also tell us how
serious it is but, mind you, in a much different way and for

different reasons.

A: YouTube! Why should what you hear there be any more

truthful than what is heard on the TV?

B: A fair question. Let me explain. | hear experts on YouTube
who speak against the current restrictions which they think are
doing and will do - for a long time to come, | might add - much
more harm than good. They have nothing to gain by speaking

out like this and, indeed, quite often a lot to lose.

A: Do you think the experts who come on TV and who are in the

majority are all liars? That’s ridiculous!

B: | don’t know - and | don’t think you know - if they’re in the
majority. It may only seem like they are. But even if it’s true
they’re in the majority, what is supposed to matter in science
are arguments and evidence. Why don’t we see these arguments
and evidence on TV from the other side so that both sides are

given?

A: ’'ve heard a few arguments from your side but, alright, not too
much. It’s so obvious we have this threat we don’t have to hear
them. My God, in case you didn’t know, almost a million people

have died from it!

B: Almost a million people die on this planet every week, with or



without COVID. And the people I’m talking about come from
every age group in a way that’s certainly not the case with
COVID.

A: It’s useless to argue with you. You have your opinion, | have
mine. | believe what | hear in the mainstream media because

everyone couldn’t be lying about it.

B: | would never claim that everyone is lying about it. That’s not
my point. The media has the power to let some voices be heard
and shut out others. The issue is so big with such serious
consequences in so many different ways and for so many
different people that this neglect on the part of the media is, in

my opinion, a travesty.

1312.

Fear of the virus! Fear of social disapproval! Fear of heavy fines!
My, my, what a triple whammy the politicians have now in their

arsenal!

1313.

A: 1 wouldn’t want it on my conscience that, by making my life
safer in any way, shape, or form, | was sacrificing the lives of
much younger people - in any way, shape, or form.

B: Oh, come on! Most people don’t look at it that way! It’s rather

everyone pulling together to make the world safe for all of us.



A: The vast majority of governments, including related
institutions, are run by technocrats who, unfortunately, a
sizeable number of people think are god-like, if not in the best of
times, then in the worst, which is exactly the worst time - the
very worst time! - to think of them as god-like.

B: They mean the best for us, I’m sure. If you say anything else,
P’ll call you a conspiracy theorist.

A: They want the best for all of us and they want the best for
themselves. In unprecedented times, the first can be a
misguided attempt at social engineering and the second a
secure if not greater hold on power.

B: | knew it! You are a conspiracy theorist!

A: And you, my friend, are a fool for not recognizing that the

danger of the times can present itself in more ways than one.

1314.

History teaches us that mass stupidity, both political and
popular, is making a bad situation worse to the point that the

only cure for it is catastrophe.

1315.

Is it possible for a scholar to show great intellectual depth and
insight in one area and be entirely superficial and ignorant in

another? Of course! Just make him a public figure who is



expected to expound on a whole range of issues.

1316.

Those who pay their respects to the dead are oftentimes those

who only wish to keep the respect of the living.

1317.

Truth is highly valued but, when it comes to the telling of it, it’s
as volatile as political, which is at least part of the time, and as

malleable as sociable, which is most of the time.

1318.

Now that science is mixing more and more with politics, it is

committing its most egregious error: thinking itself free of error.

1319.

Nowadays one can observe two modern-day obsessions on
almost every street corner: people wearing masks while playing

with their cell phones.

1320.

Overall, she was a good person, but one of her faults was trying



























1349.

The immense harm that the media is doing nowadays can be
summed up by two principles: the first is that a little knowledge
is a dangerous thing (a well-known saying) and the second is
that the first not only applies to many different subjects but also

to hundreds of millions if not billions of people.

1350.

Misinformation at the popular level or anywhere else is a bad
thing but the dogmatic pronouncements of those in authority
can be ten times, a hundred times, a thousand times, indeed, a

million times worse!



	Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn said that the line between good and evil cuts across every human heart. . . . How many people are willing to take this to heart?
	In any argument, even a philosophical one, winning the argument competes with getting to the truth of a matter.
	When calls for punishment fill the air, it’s largely the desire for revenge that’s being expressed. Anything going by the name of justice here, whatever else might be said, camouflages an atavistic propensity that civilized behaviour shows no sign of leaving behind.
	Barring a few exceptions, we human beings leave the earth with a body and sometimes a mind almost unrecognizable from the ones we had. It’s the epitaph forced on us which perhaps can only be erased by some all-encompassing ‟eulogy.”
	The young are vital, irrepressible, full of zeal, and often idealistic to the point of risking their lives in the street and fighting without mercy.
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